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Justice Lawrence presiding. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has made an order with respect to 
further proceedings on the charge against Organizations and the 
applications of members thereo:’. I don't propose to read that order, 
but the order will be posted on the Defense Counsel's information 


board and will be cormunicated to then and to the Prosecution. 


Dr. Jahrreiss, had you finished your examination? 
3 >) d 


other of the Defense Counsel 
examine 


PIO AT 


KESSELRING--resuried. 
IN--continuec 
BY DR. KaUFFMANN: 
Q Witness, have you any recollection when the Defendant 
Kaltenbrunner first became publicly known? 
I have no knowledge of Kaltenbrunner becoming prominent. 
The first time I had known Kaltenbrunner was when he appeared as the 
successor to Canaris. 
Q Have you any recollection to the effect that he Kaltenbrunner, 
in January, 1943, was made the Chief of the RSHA? 


I may have heard about that, but I have no certain recollection 


Kaltenbrunner states that in April, 1945, he was anxious to 
exclude the country of Austria from the war. Have you any recollection 
of that? 


I merely heard that Kaltenbrunner was one of these 


personalities who were workin’ for an independent Austria, but any 


definite certain knowledge of that situation I have not. 
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Q Furthermore, Kaltenbrunner states that he, on the basis of 
an arrangement with the Red Cross at Geneva, which said that civilian 
internees should be led through the front and back to their homeland, 
that he had communicated that arrangement to your office--not to you 
personally--and that he had expressed the wish that a gap should be 
created in the fighting line to let these people through. 

ssible that such an application was actually 
but I did not gain any personal knowledge of it. I was away 


ny office a great deal, 


Q Have you, witness, any recollection when concentration camps 


first instituted in G 

It was in 1933. rencmber three concentration camps, 
the installing of which I cannot exactly remember when. I passed 
them quite frequently; I flew over them, and I am thinking of Dachau 
which was talked about a gre lea and Weimar which was a 

over which I flew qui quentiy, and I have no 
ther concontration camp, but perhaps I may add 

that, as to the rumors which were very frequent during these days of 
crisis I had no time to devote mysclf to such rumors since I was 
extremely busy. 

Regarding the internecs in these camps, did you have any 
clear-cut picture regarding who would be brousht to these concentration 
camps? 

I did . I heard viewson that--I cannot remember who fron-- 
which seem plausible to me. I was told that the tional Socialist 
Revolution should be achieved without loss of blood and that political 
opponents should be put into a safe place until the construction of 
the new State was given a firm basis and then they should be returned 
to public life. That is my view, my knowledge of the situation, but 
from that I rather concludede-to answer your question--that these 
people were mostly persons who were opposed to the National Socialist 


views. 
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you ever thought abc he problem of how, in your 
conception, people were treated in these camps; what was your idea 
about the treatment of these internees in the camps? There may be a 


difference whether you are thinking of the first and earlicr or later 


About the method of treatment in the camps I have no 
During the carlier years, when I was still active 
in Germany, one heard runors to the effect that treatment was nornal. 


In the later years I was abroad, that is to say, in the war, and I 


was so far away that I gained knowledge of these things and wasn't 


Wow 


oe ees ey ee Rs 2 
interested in it. 


actually occur, 
have any positive knowledge 


oymander in the 


LLy, that 


Jatin dy 


which, in a heretic 
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Q Have you any clues from contact With your officers corps that there 
was more knowledge about these things then’ what just came to yourself? 

A The contact which was with my office was extremely a good one, I do 
not believe that any large number of officers could have existed who knew more 
about these things, but of course I can not answer that question for the indi- 
viduals, 

Q Dic you know that Hitler had decided to eliminate the Jewish people 
physically? 

That is certainly not so, 

Q Did you not have frequent opportunities to talk to Hitler about 
whether this was a Coupetent question? 

A Whenever I was at headquarters then during the official part of the 
conversation and any military q uestions were talkec 
question was put to Hitler, then I was invited to a meal, then historical 
matters of general interest would be talked about, but very few political prob- 
lems of the work on political questions never care un fi question, I personally 
can not remember any instance where Hitler infl ence any of the other géntle- 
men with regard to making an personal, 

9 Did you believe in Hitl rsonality in a sense that Hitler was 
determined to leave the Gorman nation ? a better Germany, but with considera- 
tion of porsonal freedom and respect to human dignity. What was your conception 
about that? 


THE PRESIDENT: What relevancy is that of a witness belief upon a subject 


of that sort, What relevancy has it got to do wit} any part of the case of 


defendant Kaltenbrumner, The Tribunal considers these sort of questions are a 
waste of the Tribunalts time, 
BY DR. KAUFFMANN: 

Q Is it correct that in the leadership state, which existed in Germany, 
of course, any contradiction by a human being of an order was impossible? 

A In that form I would not deny thate One could certainly repr erent 
onets own views, but if one's own views were enacted by some decision than the 
absolute obedience became necessary, and that absolute obedience was demanded 
uncer certain circumstances with the application of the penal laws, In other 


words, the resistance to that order, or an order, was under my impression, or to 
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personality and attitude of Adolf Hitler which was quite 
adequate to the question that he was not to be mislead about anything. 

Q Would a person resisting a final issued order, and who tried to 
resist such an order, would he not have to expect to lose his life? 

A During the later years that was an absolute certainty, 

Q Did you at any time, and if SO, when did you think the war could 
not be won? 

A Beginning with the year of 1943, one had to consider the possibility 
that a gainful peace could not be achieved, I emphasize that one had to 
expect that possibility, considering certain measures of the organization as 
correct that state could have been changed. 

Q Did you ever discuss these questions on a higher level, in other 
words, your objection to continuing the war? 

At various times when I talked within my military sector I had ree 
ferred to a number of constructions which might influence the end of the whole 
wor, but as representative of a certain military fear I though I would not be 
entitled in my position to judge the whole military situation, since after a 
I did not know the situation regarding the production, regarding the organ= 

and regarding the menpower; that I could not judge thog@e matters from 
Ry small opinion of view, As I said before, I refused as an amateur to make 
a statement about a Situation, which under certain circumstances might be 
regarded as an official statunent, since this would have been like a statement 
of that man Field Marshall Kesselring 

THE PRESIDENT: Will you Kindly explain to the Tribunal what relevancy 
the last two or three questions have to the case of Kaltenbrunner? 

I want to show that Kaltenbrunner, that he could not 
resist an order, that is what he said, It would have meant loss of his life, 
thL PRESIDENT: You asked the witness whether at any time during the war 
he thought how long the war would last. What has that got to do with 
Kaltenbrunner? 


DR. KAUFFIL.N: The prosecution accuses several defendants that they held 


the knowledge of the possibility of victory had Germany continued to fight, 


to extend the war in that manner, and that is the problem that I want to clarify 


in my questions, 
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THE PRESIDENT: I do not think it was put specifically against Kalten- 
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brunner, If it is your last question you may put it. 


BY DR. KAUFFMANN: 

Q Did I understand you correctly, lr. Witness, then, what you are 
trying to explain is that the leading motive of your continuing to fight was 
your duty towards your country? 

A That is a matter of course, naturally, I had other courses as well, 
which were passed, one of which was that possibility of a political termination 
of the war was denied of peace officially, but that I had this knowledge, and 
that I am still convinced today, that this could be proved by the fact that I 
discussed == that I took up negotiations together with Wolff, and and imerican, 
hoping that 2 political discussion in that way would reach to that end, 

DRe KAUFFLULNN: Mre President, I have no:further questions, 

THE PRESIDENT: Any other counsel for the defense, 

BY DR. PAECKUANN; Dre Paeckmann, Counsel for the defense for the SS. 

SS; Dr. Kauffmann asked you whether the officers! corps had 
knowledge of the condition anc inst-Llment of concentration camps. Do you know 
that within the Army force, so called National Socialist instruction courses 
were conducted? 

Yes, I know of that, 

Q May I ask you whether you know that during one of the National 
Political courses of instruction, which were had from 15th to 23rd December, 
1937, and I am referring now to document Nc 1992.\PS, that during that course 
the establishment of concentration camps wis talked about by Himmler, before 
the officers, who had said something like this: Naturally, we take a difference 
between those who may be there for 2 few months, and for educational purposes, 
and those who will be there for a long time. Now I skip 2 few sentences, and 
I come to the one part which is important to me: The order begins by having - 

hese people living in clean barracks, and something like that can only be 
achicved only with German help. There is hardly any other nation would be so 
human, we ask you, as we are, Laundry is frequently changed, These people are 
instructed to wash twice a day, and use the tooth brush is advised, to some of 
them it is sometimes not known to than before. Do you know that in this way it 


is entirely different from the fact that the Ar my was instructed in this way? 
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A As I said earlier, we did not concern ourselves with such questions, 
and this lecture by Himmler is unknown to me. 

DRe PAECKMANN: Thank youe 

THE PRESIDENT: Does any other Defense Counsel wish to ask any questions? 
Then the Prosecution may cross examines 

CROSS EXA\ INATION 
BY MRe JUSTICE JACKSON: 

Q You understand, witness, in giving your testimony, as to the definitior. 
of the High Command of the General Staff, as that definition is included in 
the Indictment, you are accused as a member of that group, do you not? 

A I understand, 

Q And that you are tstifying here virtually as one of the Defendants? 

A I understand, 

Q You have spoken of the establishment in Germany of a police state 
by the National Socialist Party, and I want to ask you whether it is not the 
fact that the police state rested on two institutions, very largely, first, 
the secret police, and, secondly, the concentration camp, 

A The assistance by the police is an established fact to me, and the 
concentration camp was a means to achieve that. 

Q And both the secret police and the concentration camp were established 
by Hermann Goering, is that not a fact known to you? 

A The secret state police was created by Hermann Goering, but whether== 

Q Your lectures will be reserved for your own Counsel, and I shall ask 
to have you so instructed, Just answer my questions. Wasn't the concentratic 
camp also established by Hermann Goering? 

A I don't know, 

Q You don't know that. Did you favor the police state? 

A I considered it as something abnormal under German conception that 
as a state would keep certain things away from public knowledge. 


Q Did you ever do anything or can you point to anything that you did in 


public life to prevent that abnormal condition coming to Germany? 


& I can't remember anything like that, except that during conversations 


with my superiors I may have brought the point up for discussion, but I 
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emphasize particularly that I confined myself to my tasks in my spheres. 
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Q Do you want this Tribunal to understand that you never knew that 


there was a campgin on by this state to persecute the Jews in Germany? 
Is that the way you want your testimony to be understood? 


A Persecution of the Jews was not known to me, 


Q Isn't it a fact that J wish officers were excluded from your army 


and rom your command? 
A Jewish officers “idn't exist. 

Isn't it a fact that cortain officers of your army, certain officers 
Luftwaffe, took steps to aryanize themselves in order to escape the 
of Goering's decrzes? Did you know about that? 

A I heard rumors to that effect, 
Q And aryanizing, where the father was suspected of Jewish ancestry, 
consisted in showing that the normal father was not the actucl father, didn't it 

I admit thet, but therc are other cases as well, 

Yese It migat be that the mother w uspected of Jewish ancestry, 
But in certain exceptional cases certain facts were overlooked, 

Q Yese Bid you know anyticing about the Jewish riots, anti-Jewish riots 
of November 9th and 10th in Germany in 1938? 
A Are you talking abcut the action "Mirror" (Spiegel)? I am not sure 
what you are talking about. 
Q I am taliing about the riots in which synagocues were burned, which 
ang ye Jidn't you hear about that in 1938? 
anyt»ing about it. 

Where were you in 19:3? 

In 1938 1 was in Dresens 
In November? 

In November I was in Berlin, 

In Perline And you never heard about the anti-Jewish riots 


lOth and 11th of November, 1938? 
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I have only heard about the so-called action Spiegei (Mirror). 

“hat was that? You have me dome I don't know anything by that name. 
That was the smashing of Shop windows, and that, I believe, took 

large proportions in Berlin, 

You did hear, then, about the anti-Jewish riots? 

About that, yes. 

And did you hear that Hermann Goering issued a decree confiscating 
insurance that was to makè reparati those Jews who owned shops? 
you hear about Goering's action 

A I didn't quite understand. May I askto have it repeated? 
Did you hear about the decree passed by Hermann Goering 


later, Noveiber the 12th, to be exac onfiscating the insurance of the 
victims of those raids and fining the Jewish comunity a billion reichsmarks? 

A Jt is possible that I heard about it at the time, but I now have no 
certain recollectiors 


Q But you did hear about ite You did not regard 


ss I certainly mst regard that as an atrocity against 


your experience with 
Hitler, that it was permissibl. for offic ‘iffer with him in opinion so 
long as they obeyed his orderse Is that what you want understood? 
A I have to apologize, but I didn't quit: understand the last half of 
sentence, May I please artk to have it repeated? 

I have understood from your testimony this morning that you felt 
perfectly free to cisagrve with Hitler and to make sucgestions to hin and 
give him information, but that aftor his mind was made up and an or 
it had to be obeyede That is to say 

That is to say, an officer was at all times zb liberty to go to 
Hitler and give him technical information, such as the state cf the 


preparedness of his branch 
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A Generally speaking, noe For that purpose the leaders of those 
army sectors were the only people admitted for that purpose e 
Q So the only channel through which information as tothe state of 


the air force would reach Hitler was through Hermann Goering, is that a fact? 


A Hermann Goering and, from time to time, Secretary of State Milch, 


who was his deputy at onetime or anothere 
Hitler was about to engage in a war for which the Luftwaffe was 
unprepared, based on your information of the situation, would it or would 
it not have been possible for the Inftwaffe officers to have advised 
of that fact? 
We had complete confidence inthe Reichsmarshal and we know that 
the only person who had a certain amount of influence upon Adolf 
Hitlere In that way we knew, since we always knew his peaceful attitude, 
that we were perfectly secure, and we rclied on ite 
Q 
a commander? You went into Poland anc you went into Soviet Russia, did 
you not? 
Poland and Russia, yese 
Q And was it not understood among the officers in those Polish 
and Russian campaigns that the Hague Regulations would not be applied to 
Soviet Russia as to the treatment of prisoners of war? 


That wasn't known to me, Noe 
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Q You have testified that the Luftwaffe 
of defense, is that your testimony? 
à Yes, 
What was the German strength at the beginning of the Polish 
campaign in various types of planes? 


4& As I was not a momber of the Central Board I can only give 


you an approximation on my own res sponsibility, without guarante cing 


for the historical certainty of these ficures, All told I would sa 
J 


we had approximately three thousand aircraft, As far as I can renenbor 
now there were between thirty and forty fighter groups, bomber groups-« 
the same thing applics to fighters, and there were ten groups of dive 
bonber fighters, about thirty aircraft, which would drop to about six 
or seven aircraft and to carry on there were ten to twelve groups of 
different bombers, including fishte: d torpedo bombers, Also 
included in that figure were reconnaissance planes and a certain 
number of naval aircraft, 

ind the proportion of bombers to fighters was approxima L1tcly 

one, was it not? 


1 


A The proportion of bombers to fighters was about one to one 
or one point two, or one point three to one. I said thirty to forty 
and about thirty fis shter groups If I include the destroyer aircraft, 
then the firure would be 

That is the way you nake up the total of about three 
thousand units? 

Approxinatcly three thousand. The reasonvhy I can rive you 
that ficure is because during t months of quict reflection I made 

certain calculations, Without that, of course, I would pive the 

historic truth in that connection, 

Now, do you count as a weapon of defense the bomber, or 
you treat that as an offensive 

I must include the bomber just as the dive bomber and the 


fighter aircraft amongst the defensive weapons, and I must rerard it 
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just as much as an offensive weapon. I explained yesterday that no 
matter whether defonsive or offensive warfare is concerned, it is the 
task of an air force to be offensive to achieve the ains of a deep 
military sector. I have also explained that an air force which only has 
light aircraft is doomed to be destroyed since it cannot hit at the 
bases of the enemy production and since it cannot hit against military 
movements, in various sectors. 

In other words, tho Luftwaffe was a defensive weapon if you 
were on the defensive and an offensive weapon if you were on attack? 

I an afraid the last half of the sentence I did not understand. 

Q 


}) The Luftwaffe would serve as a defensive weapon if you were 


on the defensive and as an offensive weapon if you were on attack, 
isn't that truc? 
You could put it like that, but I would express it difforently. 
As I say, the air force, because of its make-up, is an offensive 
weapon, no matter whether it is being used during defense or for attack. 
Q I think you have improved on my sentence. Now, in the 
Netherlands, in Poland-- 
I just say sonething else on the subject? 
Yes. 
Namely, that I said yesterday at the very end that the 
characteristic of an offensive air force is the long distance 
four-cngine bombers which can carry creat weicht, and Germany had none 
of these. 
How did it come that Germany had none of those? 


Firstly, because we were, in fact, in a period of risk. We 


wre only confining ourselves to the absolute essentials regarding the 


we tried, in kocping with our characteristics, to build 
as many precision aircraft; in other words, different bombers, and I 
am here thinking of the JU-88 as a typical example of that. 
Q You were examined by the United States Strategic Bombing 


Survey, were you not, on the 28th of June, 1945? Do you recall that? 
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That is quite possible, yes. 

well, it is quite certain, is it not? 

I have been interrogated quite a lot. 

Now, I ask you whether on the 28th of June, 1945, you did 
not say to the officer examining you on behalf of the United States 
Strategic Bombing Survey this: "Everything had been done to make 
the German air Force from the point of view of airmanship, aircraft, 
flak, air corp signals and so forth, the most formidable in the world. 
This effort led to the facts that at the beginning of the war, or in 
1940, at the latest, from a firhtor viewpoint, from a dive bomber 
viewpoint, from a combat viowpoint, we had particularly go 
even if the standard was not uniforn entirely." Did you not 
that? 

That is still my view today, that as far as material was 

i, fighters, dive bombers and bombers, we did in fact have a 

lead before other nations. 
failure to have the mmber of four-enzine 
was because of your peaceful intentions, was it, or 
was it because of mistake in judgacnt as to what the requirene nts 
of war would be? 

To that I must say the following. It would have been 
insanity on the part of the Air Force leaders to produce an air force 
within three to four yoars. In 190, at the earliest, did the 
possibility oxist to have an effective air force which would comply 
with all requirements, For that reason, in my vicw, it was an 


anazing achievement of organization to be leadinz, even being 


I understood you to give as one of the indications of your 
ageressive intentions the fact that you had not an adequate number 


of fcur-engine bombers at the outsct of the war. Did I misunderstood 


That is only an excerpt from the whole story. The strength 


of the Air Force was particularly in comparision with the small 
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States to be regarded as sufficient. Certainly not, however, in 


conparision with large opponents who were ully armed in the air, 

I have an example which transpired aftor considerable discussion 
with the R,ichsmarshal before the heginning of the Russian cam- 
Paigne I asked for a strenethening f the fighter ana cive 
bomber section. For certain reasons that was refused; certain 
reasons being sh rtace of material anc-I could also gather from 
the conversation that the Reichsmarshal aja not agree with my 
vVicws. 

Did you not testify to the Bomber Investigating Com 
mission of the Unitea States that you intended to build a long- 
range heavy bomber but =- 

"e had developed the àG=l1ll and the JU-88 ana 
were actually put into the fichting as long-range heavy 
The JU-88 was then used in the French Campaign and arains England. 

"wuesticn: The U=88 is not really a long-range bom 

Your answers "It was considered a longerange 
at that time but unfortunately we hac w opinion of the four- 
engine aircraft and ; belief that proved to be a 


mistake 


Ane the reason you did not build the f ureengine air- 
your low opinicn of it? 
May I say the following: That was the conception of 
a service department on a lower level but the decisions would have 
| 


been made Service cenartmont. 


he hig? mace a mistake about the utility of 
foursengine bomber? 


Vell, locking at the situation retrospectively, I must 


say that the absence f the foureenzine bomber turned cut extremely 


vee on 
awkwarc Le 
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i% And that the highest authority in air production was 
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Hermann Goering. He was the head of the whole plan of aircraft 


production, wis he not? 


h Yes, that is correct but that erroneous conception 


of certain war measures did exist temporarily. 
é You were in the Polish campaign, you have said? 
A Yese 
Is it not a fact that the German Air Force made the 
decisive contribution to that campaign as to the time taken to 
conquer Poland? 

à From the point of view of the Air Force officers I 
must agree with that concepticn but the Army officers do not 
quite share it. 

Well, you are testifying now as to your opinione 
And in that campaign you developed the technique of low level 
attacks by fighters, light bombers and dive bombers against 
marching columns and the dive bomber, the light bomber and the 
fighters all contributed to the success of that movement. 

h I must admit thate The beginning of the short range 
fighting technique was certainly found during the Polish campaign. 

"i I turn now to the French campaigne You were in the 
air in the French campaign, were you not? 


A Yess, 
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Q and the Air Force contributed decisively to the success of that 
campaign, didn't it? 

A From the point of view of an Air Force officer, I must also agree with 
that view and call it correct, 

Q ànd you testified, did you not, that Dunkirk would not have been 
such a catastrophe if the Luftwaffe had not been there? That is true, isn't it? 

iy Dunkirk, did you say? I didn't quite understand, 

Q Yes, Dunkirk, 

A Yes. That is certainly my. view. It would have increased if bad 
weather hadn't kept us back a bit, 

Q That is, the catastrophe would have increased for the English except 
for bad weather, You had the Air Force to do a better job at Dunkirk than you 
did from your point of view? 

A We were kept down for about two days, 

Q You were one of the principal advocates of the plan to invade England, 
were you not? 

A Personally, I am of the opinion that if the war against England could 
have been brought to a successful end, then it could only have been achieved 
for certain by invading, 

Q And you had an adequate air force after having defeated Poland, de- 
feated Holland, defeated Belgium, and defeated France, sọ that you advocated 
proceeding with an invasion of England, did you not? 

A To that I shall give an explanatione 

Q First tell me if that is true, 

THE PRESIDENT: Witness, will you please understand that you must answer the 
question first, and give an explanation afterwards, Every question, or nearly 
every questions admits of either an affirmative or negative answer, and you will. 
kindly give that answer and make your explanation afterwards, 

BY wR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 

Q Did you not advocate the investor of England, and was not the Air 
Force ready to invade ing )and? 

A The Air Force was, subject to certain conditions indor °c. .sideration 
of ‘the existing air situation at that time, ready to fulfill thot ivcy. 


Q And you vecoammer.ded very strongly to the Reichsmarsha: 


å 
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vasion take place insediately after Dunkirk, didn't you? 

Yes, and I still presented that view later on, too, 

Q and the preparations of the Luftweffe for this invasion were complete, 
and the invasion was only called off because the procurement of Seaegoing craft 
was not Sufficient, is that not true? 

A Yes, certainly, but I have to supplement the previous statenent by 
saying that of course a certain interval between the French campaign and the 

English campaign would have had to be available to replemish the materials 
necessery for the Air Force, 

Q Now, you also told the Strate egic Bombing Survey that Hitler had order- 
ed not only the bombing of military targets, including industrial ; production, 
but also the bombing of political targets. Is that true? 

A After a certain date, yes, 

Q That is, to psralyze the government of the enemy, That is what you 
meant by a political target, did you not? | 

That is what I mean under political aims, but I answered the questions 
differently. I understood it differently, What I worte to ay wis that that 
order became effective after a later date, 

You attended the speech mace by Hitler in sugust of 153°? 

Yes, certainly 

At that time you were informed that the attack on Poland would 
comience immediately or very soon? 

During that conference, the final decision to commence the Polish 
campaign had not yet been reached. Certainly, negotiations were still in progres 
and we were all still hoping that they would bring favoruble results, 

Q You were ordered on the l5th of August to get the Luftwaffe in reaci- 


ness for an attack on Poland? 


This order as such is not known to me in detail, but months ahead, 


İn a certain general defensive way, we diq mike preparations, always thinkin 


of course, of a defensive Situation, Thai is something which I must regard and 
state as being absolutely certain, 


Q You expected Poland to attack Germany in the air? Is; that your point? 
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A At any rate, that was a possibility which we took into consideration 
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and expected, The whole political situation was too difficult for us to come 
to a certain judgment about it all, 

Q You have said that you never held conferences with Party leaders or 
talked politics: or had any contacts with politicians, in substance, have you 
not? 

Basically, yes. 

Q Wasn't your immediate superior the number two politician of Germany? 
Didn't you know that? 

I did, but I must emphasize that the conversations which I had with 
the Reichsmarshal were 99 per cent concerned with military anc organization 
problems, 

Q But you knew that he, at all times, was one of the leading men in 
Nazi politics? 

Certainly. 

You testified that you knew of the order to shoot Soviet Commissars? 

Certainly. 

you cid not approve it and did not carry it out, 
answer in that sense yesterday, no. 
i you answer? 


I said the following, that the Air Farce, which was not fighting on 
the grounc, was not concerned by this problem, and that an official notification 
of that order is no longer in my recollection, 
Q Who executed that order? Who was expected to execute it? 
I was only in Russia until November 1941 and I can't answer your 
question. 
Q Did you ever hear of the S 
A Yes, of course, 
Q Ana isn't it a fact that the execution of that order was committcc to 
the SS? 
I knew nothing about that, 


What did you think the SS existed for? 


In my opinion, the SS, as far as it was used in military operations, 


was a section of the Army, wes a sort of guard of the irny, 
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Q The SS was to guard the Army or to guard whom: 

A The SS divisions were, from the point of view of human numbers and 
materials, well above the average as far as equipment or normal army divisions 
were concerned, 

Q Who was commanding the SS? 

A The SS was commandec by Himmler, As far as these divisions were used 
within the Army, they were tactically under the commanders of the army groups 
to which they were attached, 

Q So far as they had special missions, they Wre under the command of 
Himmler, is that right? 

Yes, certainly. There was a very clear way from than up therce 


? 


Q You testified yesterday that you Cid not consider Hitlerts commando 


order binding on you, and that you cid not carry out that order, is that right? 
A In the.military sécter in the Metiiterranean, yes, 
Q Was that because the order left discretion in your hands, or because 
you just took discretion into your hands? 
I made those reservations myself, firstly for various considerations, 


and secondly because I had an ambiguous task which could not easily be included 
tS] Y 


in the general administrative leadership, 
o 


Q Well then, the extent to which an order of that kind was carried. out 


depended somewhat on the character and courage of the officer who received it, 
didn't it? 

I would like to express it slightly differently. These orders could 
be interpreted -- that commando order, for instance == becuse it was certainly 
quite possible for the supreme commander to carry out an operation as a commando 
or as a militarily perfectly justified one, 

Q You were in command of the forces in Italy at this time, were you not, 
at the time of the commando order? 

With certain divisions. I didn't have full powers until September 143, 

Q I will ask to have you shown Document 498 in evidence as Exhibit 501. 
THE PRESIDENT: Is that 4°8—PS? 
MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: L98—{PS, sir, I'm sorry. 
BY MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 
Q I call your attention to Paragraph 6 of that order which reads as 
follows: 
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"I will hold responsible, under military law, for failing to carry 
out this order, all commanders and officers who either have neglected their 
duty of instructing the troops about this order, or acted against this order 
where it was to be executed," 
You see that paragraph in the order? 
A I just read it, yes. 
Q Now, did you ever report that you were not carrying out this order 
or did you deceive your superior officers as to whether it was being carried out‘ 
A In one special case that question was treated very decisively at 


headquarters, This concerned the commando action where adolph Hitler ordered 


the shooting of certain people in spite of the fact that we, my troop and I, 


wanted to spare then, I think that in this connection, Jodl, as an intermediary, 
achieved decisive results, namely that this point was eventually forgotten and 
that consequently these people were kept alive, both in hospitals and prisoner 
of wor camps, 

But as far as deceiving -- as you just said -- is concerned, I wouldn't 
talk about that, I wouldn!t call it that since I, in my military sector, con- 
sidered these orders as side orders, and this commando order certainly allowed 
for several interpretations, 

Q In other words, the extent to which one of these orders was carried 
out depended on the commanders in charge, is that right, that Hitler couldntt 
depend on it that an order as emphatic as this would be carried out by his 
commancers? Wasithat the state of the German army? 

A No, not that, the situation can be explained like this: If, on the 
part of an army, such an operation is regarded as a commando operation and re= 
ported above in the sense of that order, then the necessary measures would have 
to be carried out, but that depended on the way of reporting by the units con- 
cerned, and I already had an opportunity yesterday to explain that an added 
coordinated conception cid eventually set in, Where the carrying out of tactical 
moves were concerned, it was recognized what commando actions were within the 
framework of this order, 

Q You testified today, and another witness has testified here, that if 


an order of Adolph Hitler was resisted, it meant death, You are also testifying 
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that an absolute order to execute commandos, under threat of punishment if you 
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filed, left you discretion to do it or not, and I want you once and for all to 
tell the Tribunal which is the fact, and then we will leave that sub jecte 

A I must repeat what I said before, namely that the Italian theater of 
war cannot be compared with the other theaters of war, and that particularly as 
far as the cooperation of Hitler and Mussolini was concerned, there was a great 
deal of understanding all around, and therefore, these orders made by OKW can 


not simply be applied to the Italian theater of war, 


Q They were applied everywhere, so far as you know, except in the 


Italian theater, then? 

A That is something I can't say. I have repeatedly been allowed to say 
that I was confining myself to my own sphere of influence, which was considerabl« 

Q You testified, as I understand you, that you punished looting on the 
part of your soldiers in Italy. 

a 4S soon as I heard of these instances, I punished them, and I ordered 
the army commanders and Air Force commanders to be extremely strict, 

Q Now, She punishment was very mild that you ever iafiicted for any 


looting, wasn't ats 
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I punished even up to having someone shot on the spote In 
that manner I succeeded in remedying the difficulties which had arisen. 
s So a German general, dealing with a Gcrman soldier, considers 
shooting the proper penalty for looting? 

This far-reaching consequence is something I can't quite admit. 
I want to add to that, that if an army--as the llth army at the time =- 

a certain rut, then the most severe measures are just suffi- 
cient. They have to be taken in the interest of the reputation of one's 
army and to bring about orderly conditions amongst the civilian popula- 
tione Particularly because of that problem I had a pretty bad quarrel 
at headquarters. 

Apart from that, I represent the view that penalties which are tco 
Severe should be ant, and therefore, for some time I made penalties an 
educational measure and didn't really regard them as penalties. That 


is one reason why, for some time, penalties were rather mild. 


tou testified that you took vigorous steps to protect the 


treasures of Italy. 
cerned, yese 
What steps did you take, and against whom did you take them? 
Primarily they were preventive messures, first, by excluding 
cultural towns and art treasures from the military field; second, by 
having these places cleared which caused the enemy to bomb; and third, 
by cooperating with General Wolff ana having these art treasures removed 
to secure places. I am reminding you of the art treasares of Cassino, 
Florenze 
Did you know that any art was removed from Mount Cassino, 
for instance, and taken to Berlin? 
Much later, at Mondorf, I heard about that, but at the time all 
I could recollect was that they were handed over to the Vatican in Rome. 
Ohe Did you know that art treasures were taken and delivered 
to Goering from Mount Cassino? Dia yu ever hear that? 
A I heard something sbout some holy statue, but I can't really 
give you any more details, 


and if Goering received such a thing from Mount Cassino, was it 
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a violaticn of your orders? 
The division "Hermann Goering" was stationed in that sector. It 
was commanded by the former adjutant of Hermann Goering, anc it is quite 
clear that there is a certain connection here, certainly, but just how 
far that went I can't tell you. 
I have a few more questions concerning your interrogations. 
THE FRESIDENT: Perhaps we had better break off for ten minutes. 
( recess was taken). 
MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I think, Your Honors, that it will save some 
duplication, perhaps, and save time, if at this time I yicld to Sir 
avid Maxwell-Fyfe, who is prepared on some of the subjects I was about 
to think up, and I think he is in a setter position to take up the examina- 
tion than I am. 


THE TRESINENT: Whatever you wiche 
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MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: I think, your Honors, that we will save some 
duplication -== perhaps save time -- if I now yield to Sir David Maxwell-Fyfe, who 
ig prepared on some of the subjects I was about to take up. I think he is ina 
better position to take up the examination. 

THE PRESIDENT: Whatever you think, Mr. Justice Jackson. 
BY SIR DAVID MAXWELL=FYFE: s 

Q Witness, you have been told why Dre Stahmer wanted you to give evidence? 
Have you been told by Dr. Stahner why he wanted you to give evidence? 

A The points in question were communicated to me, without all questions 
being directly defined. 

Q I want to read you one Sentence, so that you will have it in mind 
Dr. Stahmer's statement: When Rotterdam Lecame a battle=zone in May, 190, it 
became a military necessity to employ bombers, as the encircled parachute troops 
who had no support from the artillery had urgently asked for help from bombers. 

Do you remomber the incidont? | wanted you to have it in your mind, 

A Yes certainly. 

Q Do you remember being asked about this incident in the interrogation on 
the 28th of January » by the United States Bomber Survey? Remember? 

A Certainly. z 

Q Were you asked this question, "hat about Rotterdam?" And did yougive 
this answer, "First, Rotterdam being defended in the parts which were later on 4 
attacked. Secondly, in this case one could notice that a firm attitude had to be 
takene This one attack brought immediate peace to Holland, It was asked for 
by Model and was approved by the OKW, It was a very small part in the heart of 
Rotterdam," 

Do you remember saying that? $ 

4 Approximately I did say that, yes, and I repeated those words yesterday. 

Q I want to deal first with the strategic aspects. I will cone to the 
tactical aspects Later. Your strategic purpose and real object was to take a firm 
attitude and secure immediate peace, wasn't that right? 


A 


A That wide task had not been given to mee As I said yesterday, General 


Wenninger reported the result of the attack to me in such a way that he said 


subsequent to the attack the surrender of Holland followed. 


Q But I want you to think of your owm words, This was approved by the OKW; 
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a firm attitude had to be takene Wasn't your purpose in this attack to secure 
a strategic advantage by torrorization of the people of Rotterdam? 

A That I can deny with the clearest conscience. _ Neither did I say, when 
I was at Mondorf, that I wanted to adopt a firm attitude. I merely said that the 
support which was demanded by Student would have to be carried out under all 
circunstancese We merely had the One task and that was artillery support for 
Student's troops A 

Q What did you mean by sa ying that a firm attitude had to be taken, if you 
didn't mean that the people of Holland had to be possibly terrorized into peace. 

A May I repeat in that connection that the conception of the expression, 
"firm attitude," is not in keeping with my accustomed wording. I can't adit 
that I said thate I can't admit the protocol, and it was not read out to Me, 
either. 


Q What do you think yor id it + of firm attitude, if you didn't say 
Severe None wes would lwing the quickest results. 
That is exactly what I am putting to you, Witness, "severe measures" — 


But only for the purpose of tactical resultse May I once more 


E N g" ie on | 
emphasize that I am'a sol and not a politician, and didn t act as a 


politician, At that time I was merely and solely complying with Student's 
requirements. A 

Q Just before I deal with the tactical position -- which I do with great 
pleasure -- have you had to work with the Defendant Raeder? Have you had to work 
with Raeder at all? ; 

A Admiral Raeder? No, only in a very distant waye Because of certain 

atters we had in common. - 

Q I just want you to listen to the views which the Defendant Raeder has 
expressed and tell the Tribunal whether you agree with then, This is United F 
Kingdom Exhibit 65, Docunent L-157, and the answer in the transcript is at page 

23756 Now, just listen carefully, if you will be so kinds 
"It is Cesirable to base all military measures taken on existiing international 
However, measures whi ch are considered necessary from a military point of 


view, provided a decisive success can be expected from them, will have to be 


carried out, evenif they are not covered by existing international law." 
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A I cannot completely agree with that concepte As far as Rotterdam is 


Do you agree with that? 


efAcerned, conditions were exactly the opposites 


Q Well, just for the moment we will deal with the Defendant Raeder's words. 
Do you agree with then? 

A No. ees 4 

DR. LATERNSER (Counsel for the _Genez ral Staff and OKW); I ha eve an objection. 
I obje ect to the earlier and this present question put to the witness, because 
they are irrelevant, and secondly because they don't refer to facts but opinions. 
The witness is here to testify to factse A 


SIR DAVID WAXWELL-FYFE: My Lord, the witness is here, as I pointed out 


arefully, to deal with what is military necessity. 
3 J 


THE PRESIDENT; Sir David, the Tribun al thinks that the question in the 
form in which you pvt it may be objectionable, by the introduction of the views 
of the Defendant Raedere 5 

SIR DAVID MAXVELL-FYFEs: Of course, I bow to the Tribunal, but this witness 
is called to say that the explanation for th is is military necessitye I was 
asking whether he did gi with tl iews of one of his colleagues on this 
point, what is military ne ssi ye If the Tribunal has any doubt, I would 
rather pass i te But the questionof military necessity is one which the Tribunal 
will have to consider in a number of ficlds, and I distinctly don't abondon that 
point, which will rum through the questions I have to ask on other matterse 

Q Now, I will come to the tactical position at Rotterdams Will you just 
tell us the officers involved? There was a Licute nent General Schmidt and with 
him was Major General Student ==- who were in charge of the troops that were 
attacking Rotterdame Do you remember that? 

A Only Genoral Student. I don't know about Schmid P 

Q Well, the evi idence that is given in this case is that the negotiations, 
the terms of capitulation were actually written out by Lieutenant General Schmidt 
in a creamery near Rotterdame I suppose he would be General Student's superior 
officer, wouldn't he? y 2 

A General Student was the highest German officer in that temitory and the 
responsible commandere General Schmidt is unknown to mee 


Q So that General Schmidt would be jmior to General Student, would he? 
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A He may have been called in for the special purpose, but I don't know of 
hime 

Q I want you to have the times in mind: Do you know what time in the day 
the bombing of Rotterdan started? 

A As far as I know, just before 100 hours. 

Q Well, I was going to put you 1330. 

A Yes, thatis quite possible. 

Q Do you know that ne gotiations for a capitulation had been in progress 
since 1030 in the morning? 


= 


as I said yesterday, I had no knowledge cf these facts, 

Q And did you know that at 121 5 a Dutch officer went to the German lines 
and saw General Schmidt and Gencral Student, and that General Schmidt wrote out 
the suggested terms of capitulation at 1235? 

A No, unknowm, 

Q That had never been tol 


A It wasmt communicated to Mee i an't remeber ite 


Q Well, you see, Witness, it is minut jef the bombing began and == 


A What is important is, when did Student call of the attack, but that 


ancellation never reached mes and did ach my mit either. 
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Q Well, I just want you to have the facts in mind, and then I 


will ask you some questions. The terms that were discussed at 1235 


were to expire. That answer was called for at 1620, After Captain 


Becher left with the terms at 1:22-~1322 and 1325, two red flares were 
put up by the German ground troops under General Student. Did yov 
ever hear of that? 

A Of this fact I have not heard. Two red lights would not 
suffice for the purpose. 

Q No, but in addition to that, your ground troops were in 
excellent wireless communication with your planes, were they not? 
Will you answer the question? 

A Yes, and no. According to what I know, there was no 
imnediate communication from 2 ground to the aircraft. As I said 
yesterday, the communication was from the attacking tactical force, to 

station, to aircraft. 
If it had been wanted to pass the communication to the 
1ircraft and stop the bombing, it could quite easily have been done by 
wireless, apart from putting up these two red flares? 

A In my opinion, yes. 

Q Now, what I am Suggesting is, you see, that everyone saw 
these bombers coming over. You know that. Student saw the bombers 
coming over. You know that, don't you? 

A Yes. 

Q If that attack had any tactical significance about helping 
your troops, it could have been called off, could it not? 

A I did not understand the final sentence. 

Q If the object of this attack was merely tactical, to help in 
the attack on Rotterdam, it could easily have been called off by a 
wireless message from General Student to the planes, could it not? 

A Yes, if the tactical situation had been conmunicated, or if 
the situation had been reported to the bombing units immediately, then 


you could have called it off. 
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Q But if in honest negotations, witness, terms of surrender have 
been given and are to expire three hours later, it is only demanded of 
& soldicr that he will call off the attack, is it not? 

A If no other arrangements have been made, yes. 

Q But if he can stop the attack, it would have been the easicst 
thing in the world to do so. I want to make my suggestion quite 
clear--that this tactical matter had nothing to do with the attack on 
Rotterdam; that the purpose of the attack on Rotterdam was, in your 
own words, to show a firm attitude and to terrorize the Dutch into 
surrender, 

A Way I repeat again, that I have said explicitly that this 
attack was only serving the tactical requirements, and that these 
political considerations are denied emphatically by me. 

weeral Student apologized afterwards 
for the attack; you know that? Apologized to the Dutch Commander for 
the attack? 

A do not know it, and as I explained yesterday, General 
Student was suffering from a head injury, and I could not talk to him 
any longer. 

Q Ian zoj to take more time. I have put my point, I 
hope, quite clearly. I want to ask you on one other point on which 
you spoke yesterday in regard to bombing. You said that the attack on 
Warsaw on 1 September, 1939, was mad ise you considered Warsaw a 
defended fortress with air defense 

Yes, certainly. 

Q Now, you know that at the same time--at 5 o'clock on the 
morning of Friday, 1 September, the German air force attacked Augustow, 
Nowy Dwor, Ostrow Mazowiecki, Tezow, Puck, Zanbrow, Radomsko, Torun, 
Kutno, Tunel, Krakow, Grodno, Trzebinie and Gdynia, which is in rather 
a different position. J answer my question. The German air force 

ttacked these towns? 


A With my comrades the towns, I repeat, 
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Q Now, all this attack was made at 5 o'clock on the morning 
of 1 September, was it not? 

A The attack started in the morning, but not as you put it, on 
the towns, but on military targets; airdromes and staff headquarters 
and traffic centers were attacked. As I said yesterday, very detailed 
instructions were published by OKW that only these military targets 
should be bombed, 

Q You are suggesting that all these towns I had read out wore 
military targets: 

A As far as they were in my sector, yes. 

Q You had not had time for a single reconnaisance plane to fly 
over Poland before that attack was made, had you? 

A That is correct. On the other hand, agents furnished 
sufficient intelligence on the situation, and, apart from that, the 
whole plan of operational considcrations of air warfare were generally 
on record. 

Q Of course, the whole plan had been worked out in April of 
1939 under the Fall Wei 

A At that time, I did not even know that I was going to be 
appointed, or anything like 

Q Did you not know, witness, after yau were appointed that a 


had been worked out in April 1939? You were never told 


A That was not said, but, on the other hand, may I say, as a 
soldicr, that a general plan made in April would undergo so many 
alterations by September, and sizable alterations would have to be 
made at the very last minute. 

Q Just one other point I want you to have in mind. Do you 
remember that the German radio broadcast the last note to Poland at 
? o'clock the night before, o: 31 August? Do you romember that? 

believe I do. 


That was eight hours before your attack, and you know, do 
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you not, that the Defendant Goering had been at his secret head- 
quarters for a week before that, considering this matter? 

A That I can well imagine. 

Q Now, what I am putting to you is that this general attack 
on Polish towns was again a well planned scheme to try and break dow 
national resistance for your attack? 

A Way I say the following on that subject? If my statements 
as Field iarshall and witness under oath are considered as little as 
you are considering them, ire Prosecutor, then further statements of 
mine do not serve any purpose. I have emphasized that it was not an 
attack against towns, but an attack on military targets, and that is 
something that I, as a soldier, should be believed about, 

Q The Tribunal will decide as to the value of the evidence, 

I am not going to discuss it. I am just going to ask you about one or 
two other matters, in order to get your view on it, what you consider 
to be of military necessity. You remember the orders with regard to 
Partisans in Italy during the time of your comand? == the orders 
with regard to Partisans. 

Certainly. 

Q And I want to put it perfectly correctly, so tell mo if I 
am wrong, but I understand this to be the position. The Defendant 
Keitel issued a general order as to Partisans on 16 December 1942. 

A copy was found in your headquarters or your ex-headquarters, and 
your recollection is that it came to your attention later on, but you 
are not quite sure of the date. Is that right? You are not quite sure 
of the time? 

A Yes. 

Q I would like you to try, because you have had tine to 
consider it; do you think cei order of December 1942 had 
come to your attention before vou issued your own order of 17 June 
1944. Perhaps you would like to see your own order, would you? 

A It has been read out to me, yes, but in November, repeatedly 
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in December, and subsequently in January, I had requested that on 
the subject of thesc questions I should be heard once more, since I 
have certain qualms about the issuing of these orders, the routing 
Slips and the date. 

Q Well, I will pass you the orders, witness, because you ought 
to sce them and recall thom to your recollection. I do not think they 
have becn put in before. Let us take first Defendant Keitel's order 
of 16 December 1942. 

(A document was handed to the witness.) 

I hope I have passed you the right docunent. Does it read--I'll 
read it very slowly. 

"The Fuchrer has therefore ordered 

"l. The onemy employs in partisan warfare Communist trained 
fanatics who do not esitate to commit any atrocity. It is nore than 
ever a question of life and death This fight has nothing to do with 


p 


Soltierly gallantry or principles of the Geneva Convention. If the 

fight against the Partisans in the East, as woll as in the Balkans, 

is not waged with rost brutal means, we will shortly reach the point 
available forces are insufficient to control this area. 

It is, therefore, r nly justified, but it is the duty of the troops 

to use 2l1l means without restriction, even against women and children, 

so long as it insures success, Any consideration for the Partisans 

is a crime against the Gorni 


Do you remember that order? 
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A Yes, 
Q And you in turn issued an order on the 17th of June 19) when you were 
commanding in Italy? Do you renenber that? Iwill show you in one moment, if 
I can get the German copy out of the fileg I will just read a short passage 
again so that the Tribunal will have it in minds; but witness, please refer to 
any other passage because I want to give a fair effect of the orders 
"le The partisan situaticn in the Italian theatre, particularly central 
Italy, has recently deteriorated to such an extent that it constitutes & serious 
danger to the fighting troops and their supply lines as well as to thy war 
industry and economic potential, The fight against the partisans must be 
carried on with all neans at our disposal and with the utmost severity. I will 
protect any commander who exceeds our usual restraint in the choice of severity N 
of the methods he adopts against partisanse In this connection the old principle 
holds good that a mistake in the choice of methods in executing one's orders is 
better than failure cr neglect toacto" 
Do you remember that, witness? 
A Yes, I remenber that order. 
Q And you remember three days later, so that there will be nc mistake 


as to what you meant, you issued this further one, another "top secret" order; 


reading the third line after saying, "The announcement does not represent an 


empty threat," you says 


"It is the duty of all troops and police in my comand to adopt the 


severest measures.s Every act of violence committed by partisans must be 
punished immeciately.e Reports submitted must alsc give details of counter- 
measures takene Wherever there is evidence of considerable numbers of partisan 
groups a proportion of the male population of the area will be arrested, andin 
the event of an act of violence being committed these men will be shot." 

Now, I just want only to take two examples, witness, of the way that that 
was carried vute You remeriber when one of your officers, Colonel von Gablenz, 
was captured by partisans; do you remember? 

A Von Gablenz? 
Q I think he was a colonel at this stages it was the 26th of June, just 


after your ordere Do you remember Colonel von Gablenz being captured, do you? 
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Q He was a colonel of the lines of communication; not a very important 
officer, but still a colonel. 

A Yesi R 

Q Now, just lock at these two documentse Is this right? == this is a 
extract from the daily situation report by the commander in chief of southwest 
Italy for the 26th of Junee ; 

"Partisan situatione North of Arezzo Colonel von Gablenz, a member cf 
the staff of the officer commanding lines of communication, area Tenth Army, was 
captured by banditse The entire male population of the villages on the stretch of 
road concerned was taken into custody," It was further announced that all these 
hostages would be shot if the captured colonel were not set free within forty- 
eight hours. Remember that? 

A Not in detail, but in== > 7 


No, no, but do you remember the incident? 


A 
Q Look at the next bit which is the two-day situation report, the report 


for two days later, the 28th of June, the second paragraph: 
"As reprisal for the capture of Colonel von Gablenz, so far 560 persons, 
including 250 men, have been taken into custodye" 
Is that your conception of whatis meant by "steps necessary to deal with 
partisan warfare" that 10 women and children should be taken inte custody? 
A That was not necessary; it didn't become necesserye I may perhaps 
later on refer-- 
Q Let us take one other examples You renenber Civitella? Do you remember 
what was done with Civitella by your forces, do you? 
A At the moment, noe 
Q Well, just let mo remind you what was done to Civitella -- that was on 
the 18th of June, one day after your orders 
"Two German soldiers wore killed ang a third wounded in a fight with 
nartisans in the village of Civitella. Fearing reprisals the inhabitants 
evacuated the village, but when the Germans discovered this punitive action was 
disposed, On June co" se that, you will renenser, witness, was nine days after 
your proclamation to reinforce your order == "when the lceal inhabitants were 
returned and were fecling Secure once more the Germans carried out a well-organized 


reprisal , combing the neighbourhood, Innocent inhabitants were cften shot on 
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sight. During that day 212 men, woneny and children in the imediate district 
‘were killed. Some of the dead women were found completely nakede In the course 
of investigations a nominal roll of the dead has been compiled andis complete 
with the execption of a few names whose bodies could not be identified. Ages of 
the dead ranged from one year to eighty-four years. Approximately one hundred 
houses were destroyed, by fires Some of the victims were burned alivein their 
hores," 


Next, the report of the United Nations War Crimes Cormission on the 
incidente Now, witness, do you really think that militarynecessity cormands the 
killing of babies of one and people of cighty-four? 
A Noe i 
Q Well new, I just want to acquaint you with cne subject which you have 
dealt with yourself, that is the position of the Hermann Gooring Division. You 
mentioned one of the persons I have in mind, but lot me just, in crder to make it 
clear to the Tribunal, get clear who your officers were at that tine. 
Did General Vitinghof =- sorry, I think it was von Vitinghof -=æ did he 
command the Tenth Arny? 
A Yes. 
In 19)? 


Yese 


He was under my command, 


Q 
A 
Q Was he directly uncer your orders? 
A 
Q 


Then I take it he is a fairly senior and responsible general? -- I 

don't know his rank == colonel general or =- 

A Colonel gencral. 

Q And under him was the 76th Corps, wasn't it, commanded by General Hacer; 
is that correct? 

A Yes, 

Q dnd under General Hacr was a Hermann Goering Division, commanded by 
General Schmalz, whom you mentioned this morni g3 is that right? ` 

A Generel von Schmalz commanded, but previously I mentioned another narice 

Q I think it was Schmalz at this time. Ncw, the Hermann Goering Division 


! 
had beon concerned in a number of thesc — I will call then incidents; I won t 


J 


say -- what I mean by incidents is the sort of thing which I have been describing 


at Civitella. Let me remind you of one or twoe Do you remember at Stia, on the 
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13th to the 18th of April 137 civilians were killedy including forty-five 


women and children; do you remember that incident? Civitella, that was on the 


29th of Junes And do you remonber Buchini òn the 9th of July; do you remember 


an incident at Buchini? 
4 It is feasible, but I will have to know the details first. 2 
Q Perhaps you will remember this; I will put it to ycu gencral ly, witness, 
because it is aperfectly gencral course of conduct, and there were a number of 


these incidents in which the Hermann Geering Division was engagede Do ycu 


remember that? 
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A There have been quite a lot of incidents like that on 
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both sides, and I would have to have exact details before I eculd decide 
on a Single incident. 


Well, this is what I really want you to apply your mind to. 


EJ 


Is it correct that the Hermann Goering Division was only under General 


Haer and General von Vitinghof for tactical purposes, and reported each 
day to Berlin to Reichsmarshal Goering as to what they were doing? 

å The Hermann Goering Division for tactical purposes was under 
the Supreme Command of the army, but I must assume that there was sub- 
ordination of that division under the General Command. Vhcther there wre 

any matters operating outside that, I don't know, 

I will put the words exactly, and you can see where I have 
got the words from the way I put them: 

"The First Airborne Division and the Hermann Goering Division came 
uncer the army commanders only as rezarcs tactics; for all other question, 
on the other hand, directly under the Reichsmarshal, to whom they had to 
send daily reports. They were not permitted to receive orders from the 
army commanders concerning criminal proceedings, nor to report the 
results £ such proceedings. Thus they carried on the war against guerrillas 
according to principles which to some extent deviated from those of the 
Army e" 

Is that a correct statement? 

ns That conception is correct, but theidea, the word "tactics", 
can be understood in varicus way Se 
- The word what? 

L Tactics. The tactical subordination, That can be understood 
within large limits. 

à Witness, that is why I read the whole thing to ycu, because 
it is quite clear what the person's statement I am reading means. there, 
isn't’ it? He says that they were not permitted to receive orders from 
the army commanders on criminal proceedings or to report the results, 
and that they carried on the war against guerrillas according to prin- 
ciples which deviated from those of General Vitinghof, cidn!t they ? 
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A This is the first time that I hear of this, but if ancther 
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gentleman has said so then I must assume it is correcte 

Well, are you sure it is the first time that you have heare 
about it? It is very difficult to remember every incicent.e Please 
con't think that I want to be offensive, but I want you to try to 
remembers Didn't Genera]. Haer make numerous complaints to you about 
this anemalcus position with regard to the Hermann Goering Civision, 
anc did you never give any official reply to General Haer'ts reports? 

A Numerous reports cid certainly not arrive fromGeneral Hacr. 
There may have been frequent consultations in my command poste And 
may I acdc. once more that such Cefinitions of attitude were Cefinitely 
in existence within the Army group, but I must acd that I do not know 
which sector came uncer the heacing "tactigs" an? which cid note 

Well, I am not really putting the point to you quite clearly. 
What I am suggesting is this. If you disagree with "numerous", wili 
you accept "some", that on some occasion General Haer reported tc 
that he was in cifficultics through this anomalous position of the 
Hermann Goering division? 

That .I can assume, Yes. 


hief of staff at this time was General Roetticer 


From the 10th of June onwards, just over this time, and 
General Roettiger also talk to you about the position of the Hermann 
Goering division being uncer the special protection of Reichsmarshal 
Goering in Berlin? 

Yes. We discussed that Subject quite a lot. 

i Well, as far as the particular incidents in which the Herman 
Goering division is concerned, they took their or-crs from the Defen-nant 
Goering, who is sitting at the dock, didn't they, 2s to how they were 
to treat the partisans? 


I couldn't tell you that. Those channels by-passed me. 


Yes. they by-passed yous; they by-passed General Haer; they 


bY={passec yon Vit inghof; they by-passed y u, and went Straight $0 Berlin. 
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That's right, isn't it? 

Yes, certainly. That was the exceptional channel which ap- 
plied to the Hermann Goering Divisione 

Yes. You see, at the moment the Tribunal is dealing with 
the case of the Defendant Goering. That is why I ask you these questions. 

Now, just one or two short pointse You remember Dr. ‘aternser 
asking you one or two questions about the High Command and Gencral Staff. 
Do you remember Dr. Laternser asking you some questions? 
A Yes, I am aware of thate 

Well, + wanted just to clear one part out of the way altogether. 
You must heve realized, witness, that the body that is mentioned in this 
case has nothing to co with the Staff Corps of the German Army. I think 
you mace that clear yourself yesterday. 

With what did you sey? 

With the Staff Corps. You had, both in the årmy and the 
4ir Force, a corps of officers who hac 
and were staff officers of all ranks, I suppo 
youe 

The question isn't puite clear to me. That is why I am 
not giving you any answere 

I am sorry», You had in both the Army and the Luftwaffe 
a Staff Corps of officers who had been to Military Academy and were 
thereafter staff officers. And they had, I think , the right of 
reporting to the Chief of Staff directly if they wanted? Isn't that so? 


Is that right 
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or wrong? 


A That is not correct, Only, as I said yesterday, as far as education 


information was concerned, As far as the general attitude was concerned there 
was the right to influence General Staff officers, but the other way around, 
NOe 

Q Well, that Corps went right down, I suppose, to captain, or lieutenant 
didn't it? 

A No, captain, 

Q I though that was it. May I tell you, we are not interested in that 
corps at all, The Prosecution are not interested in that corps at all, 

Now, with regard to the persons who are named in the Indictment, you 
know there are nine commander-in-chief or staff positions named, and then the 
Oberbefehlshaber, who commanded in certain areas or commanded certain fleets 
of the Luftwaffe, You have looked at that, I suppose, have you? 

A Yes, 

Q I am trying to put it shortly, Witness, so that we won't take time, 

I just want you to consider this, Are not these people who are mentioned =-= 
that is, the heads of the OKW, OKH, OKM, OKL, and their deputies and the 
Oberbefehlshaber -- the officers in the German armed forces who would have 
most to do with the policy and planning of wars? 

A The Oberbefehlshaber, supreme .commanders of Army sectors or sections, 
were of course the advisory organs of the leader of the State in all military 
questions and military political questions. The supreme comuanders of army 
groups had no influence whatever, 

Q Well, I'd like you to take the case of two examples, I think you 
were present at both of these, Before the attack on Poland there was a meeting 
on the 22nd of August, which has been mentioned here before. Did that consist 
of these higher officers that I mentioned, the heads of the various branches, 
and also of the Oberbefehlshaber? 

A It consisted of the leading officers, commanding officers, of the 
war in that military sector, 

Q Yes, Well, at that time the sector whith was going to be the subject 
of war was Poland, At that time the main purpose was considering the Polish 


campaign, wasn't it? The main purpose of that meeting, I suppose, was to con- 
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sider the Polish campaign with the possibility of a campaign against the 
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Western Powers if they came in, 

A About that I cantt give you any information, 

Q Well, the Tribunal has heard about that meeting so often I am not 
going to ask about it, I am only getting from you the people who were there, 

Now, let me remind you of another meeting. On the 9th of June 1941 
there was a Conference Barbarossa for the attack on the Soviet Union, Do you 
remember that? Berchtesgaden, 

A There was some conference, yes, but whether the 9th of June I dontt 
know, But I did pertake in one conference, 

Q You were there, and again, before the Russian campaign, the people 
who were there were the holders of these supreme positions and the Oberbefehls- 
haber, weren't they? 

A That's correct, yes, 

Q Including those that had territorial commands, like, for example, 
General von Falkenhorst, who was the Army High Commander in Norway at that 
time, He was there, 

General von Falkenhorst? 
Yes, 
I couldn't tell you. It is quite possible, but I don't know, 


Q General Stumpf of Air Fleet 5, and, if I may, I don't know what the 


ranks were so I just give the names, Rundstedt, Reichenau, Stulpnagel, |.StHus, 


bert, Kleist, and of course Bock, Kluge, Guderian, Halder, Kesselring, 

A The latter was certainly there, Stumpf and Falkenhorst, I can't tell 
you about those two, 

Q So that before a campaign it was customary for the holders of these 
high positions to meet, wasn't it, to meet the Fuehrer? 

A Certainly. 

Q Now, I just want you to help me on one other small point. Do you 
remember saying yesterday to Dr. Laternser that the members of this alleged 
group were far too conce:rned with high matters of strategy to have anything 
to do with Fifth Columnists? Do you remember saying that, words to that effect’ 

A Yes, sir, 

Q I don't know if you know, but outside Germany the name Quisling has 
become an ordinary word of use as an alternative to Fifth Columnist, Did you 
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know that? You talk about a Quisling meaning « Fifth Columnist, You haven't 
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heard that? 

No. 

You know who Quisling was? 

Yes, indeed I doe Yes, of course I do, 

Well, Itd just like you to listen to this, because it concerns your 
service, The Defendant Rosenberg, in January 1940, wrote to the Fuehrer as 
follows: 

"Assuming that his" =- that is, Quisling -= "statements would be of 
special interest to the Marshal of the Reich Goering for aero-strategical 
reasons, Quisling was referred to State Secretary Koerner by the Foreign 
Affairs Bureau." Did he come to you at 11 for sero-strategical reasons? 

A Unknowne 

9 Now, did you know that the Defendant Raeder introduced Quisling to 
Hitler in December 1939? Did you know that? 

No, unknowns 

Q You agree that the head of the German Air Force and the head of the 
German Navy are important members of this group of commanders—in-chief, aren't 
they? 

A Supreme commanders? Yes. 

Q If they «were dealing with the typical Fifth Colummist, perhaps 
members of the group had more to do with Fifth Columnists than you knew, 

A I merely talked about the views of the Supreme Commanders on the 
front when I mentioned that yesterday, and our talks were in a different 
sphere, 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL~FYFE: My Lord, I think I have finished, but perhaps your 
Lordship would allow me just over the adjournment to see if there is any 
small point. 


My Lord, the other thing is this. I think we ought to put in these 


documents to which I have referred, because the Defense may want to deal with 


them later on, 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, if they haven't already been put in. 

SIR DAVID MAXWELL-FYFE: I think some of the orders haven't been put in. I 
have read part of them into the record, and I will put them in, 
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RHE PRESIDENT: They must be put in and marked then, 


(A recess was taken until 1400 hours.) 
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ALBERT KESSELRING, resurede 
BY SIR DAVID MAXVWELL}=FYPE: 


Q Will you direct your attention to the phase after the bomb plot in 


Rome on 23 March 19. Do you roncmber what I had in mind=-the bomb plot in 


Rome? Remeber? At that time your Chief of Staff was General Westphal, and he 
reported the plot direct to General Bettler? Perhaps you will help me as to 
the pronunciation? Beueo<- 

A 6 Winter. 


Q 


7 


General Winter. 

Didn't he report to a Gonoral Bucttler, spelled Bee-t-t-l-o=r? 

Von Buettlore 

General 

Who was his predecessore 

General von Buettler informed your Chief of Staff that he would have to 
the matter to the Fuchrer, is that right? 

- 3 ci 
my e E 
ihat is correcte 
4nd he got in touch with the defendant Jodl, and the defendant Jodl 
the defendant Keitel reported the matter to the Fuchrer? 
A 


A That is most probable. 


3 The Fuehrer gave an order that cithor twenty or ten--you aren't quite 
sure which, but you rather think twentye-Italians should be killed? 
(There was a no in the court-roon,) 
SIR DAVID LAXWELL-FYTE: I wili agains = 
Q ne Fuohror nade an crcer that either twenty or ton Italians were to be 
killed for cvery one German involved in the plot,isn't that right? 


A TI believe that that is the report by Westphal, which I 


correct. 
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Can you remenber, Witness, whether it was twenty or ten now? 

I asswie ten, but I don't know the cxact number. I assume ten. 

We will take it as ten for the monente 

The competent authority for Rome was General von Mackensen, wasn't it? 
A Goncral Colonel Mackensen was in charge of thellth Arny, and the 


comuander of Rome was subordinate to hime 


Q dnd the person, tò use your words, who advised hin on this‘natter was a 


man called Katler, wasn't it? 
A Kapler, of the SD. ve 
What was he? An obergruppenfuchrer or something like that? 

A bersturmoannfuehrer » 

Q You remember, after some coments in the Obsatora Romano, you had a 
inquiry directed into this incident from your intelligence officer whose name was 
Zolling, don't you? 

A Yes, that is correct. 
And you also got a report from Kapler himself, did you not? 
A Only by telephone cic I receive a report from Kapler, to the effect that 


the people who have been adjudged were there. 


Q Didn't Kapler tell you that he had executed 382 people? 

& This explanation was in thehands of the lth Army and I have no 
direct information and had no direct conversation with Kaplor. 

O 


Q Are you sure of that? 


A At the ond I wish to om 


AÁ 


phasize I conversed with him by 'phone after I 
arrived at the theatre of operations, and this rovort was given me, but cirect 
communication I do not recall, I do romember that later on, perhaps eight to 
ten days later, we had a mecting md told him that I was grateful to hin that this 
rather distasteful matter had been taken care of, which was just and morally frece 
Q Letus see what you had to be grateful aboute You were interrogated 
about this on the 8th of January, Do you renoinber being asked this question? 
"Then Zolling didn't tell you that all this nuber that were executed 
had previcusly been ecnvicted of some crimes punishable b 
"Yos, I said that. All right, yes, he did that. Tve Kapler hac told 


me that," 


A Yes, that is correct. 
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Q So the explanation which you say was given to you was that they took a 
number of people, 382 I suggest, who had been guilty of other crimes and executed 
them as a reprisal for the bonb plot, isnttthat right? 

à That is correct, with the assumption that these people had beon sentenced 
to death. ` 3 5 

Q This has alrea cy been put to yous This is Kapler's account, that of the 
382, 176 had committed acts punishable by deaths 22 were people whose cases 
were marked "closed a"; 17 had been sentenced to terms of labor; l, had actually 


becn condemned to death; had been arrested near the scene cf the crine. That 


made 223, 


Didn't Kapler say to you, "Later the number of victims rose to 325 and 


I decided to add 57 Jows"? Didn't Kapler sive you these figures? 

A No, he did note g 

Q But you agree with this, that a large nwber cf persons were exccuted 
in consequence of the order to kill ten Italians, or maybe twenty Italians, for 
one German who had been ki lled? 

A TI would admit that, with the assumption that I have already stated, that 
We Were concerned with people who had already been convicted and sentenced. 

Q But it didn't make any difference to you whether they had been convicted 
for the borb cutrage or for any othor offense? : 

A The situation was as follows: This battle was raring heavily, and at 
this period of time there was a bombing attack against this scctore From Ron 
circles matters had beon handled in a most mild way of treatment, and the case on 
the German side was so that Mackensen (?) and others were concerned to ease the 
situation, and something hac to be done on one side, and onthe other side 
something had to be done which would prevont measures of this kind, that is, a 
branding fr the public, an announcement that sonething could not be cone against 
the German Army without drawing the consequences of these acts, and the vital 
point for me was not wnaethon Mr. X or Mre Y was concerned in this plote This 
Question for me, wes mincr, The problem of prior importance was to have public 


Opinion on both sides quicted and 
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Q Your prior point was to take a third attitude, or some people 
might say "terrorize" the population, so that they would not repeat 
or do anything against the German army. 

A Ido not know exactly if suppression lead back to Rotterdam, 
and I did not use suppression to my knowledge, and I would like to 
repeat in one case, if I may say so, had ideal friendship conditions 

Italians, if I may be permitted to say so, and I hada 
reason to be interested in promoting friendship rather than enmnity, 
and I intervened only and in a decisive matter if, in a brief period 
of time, the best points were to be furthered. 


om nf 


I asked you various questions about your acts of friendship 
the Italians this morning and I am not going back to them. I only 
want to ask you one other point about which perhaps you will be able 
to relieve my mind. 0 2nd of November, 1943, were you the 
commanding gener j Ltaly, that is, after you became-- 
to point 1? 
point and I want you to tell 


the commanding general in Italy the 2nd of November, 


Do you remember sending a telegram to the OKW that three 


British commandos taken prisoner at Peskira were to be given special 


der, special treatment; it means that they 


were killed 


mentioned 
wounded, wore takon to a hospital and, as far as I recall, into an 
internment camp if they wore unhurt. 

Q There were nine others who were taken to a hospital and 


three, according to your telegram, got special treatment and nine 
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others were taken to hospitals. I was going to ask you about these 
taken to hospitals. What did you do with people who came under the 
Kommando Order who were taken to hospitals? 

A As I have already stated before, according to the principles 
of the Hague Convention, they were treated according to the principle 
of this Convention. 

Q Well, I am not going to argue with you whether the Kommando 
Order was in accordance with the Hague Convention. We know what the 
Kommando Order was, that pcople taken as commandos were to be shot. 
What I am asking you is, t sur 2 some commandos had the 

fortune to be wounded, what happened to them? 

Wait a minute! 
I would like to answer. 
RESIDEN Is it coming through now? 
LATERNSER: I cannot understand the question, your Honor. 
‘VID MAXWELL-FYFE: Very well, I will repeat the question. 
AVID MAXWELL-FYFE 

After Hitler's Kommando Order, what hap 

unfortunate enough to be wounded? 

According to the verbatim of this Order they had to be shot, 

already, the rders in this case--I believe 
ollaboration of Jodl was in this se, that a normal procedure 
followed, 

There is cvidence in this Court that in Wilna it was the 
practice of the SS to kill out of hand new-born Jewish babies in 
hospitals. Can you give me your assurance that commando troops who 

ded and taken to hospitals were not killed out of hand? 

assure you that such treatment---I was not informed of 
any ‘such matters and would not have tolerated thom, 

THE PRESIDENT: Docs the Prosecution have any further cross- 
examinati 


Then, Dr. Stahmer, do you wish to re-cxamino? 
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DR. STAHMER (Counsel for Defendant Goering): The British 
Prosecution has just raised new facts which have not been known up 
to this time, especially about the shooting of hostages, and this 
happened in Italy in the partisan combat and for which the Defendant 
Gocring scems to have been made responsible or scems to be made 

For this matter, there has been submitted further 
docuncnts. 

at this timc, I am not 
the facts as wcll as to th e ions and wish to put the 
following qucstions to the witnoss. After a thorough examining of 
the material, I will wish to submit notions or requests and reserve 

that if I need further questions, whether 
to this witness again. If need be, naturally I will 


the absolute minimun of testimony in the 


a 


framework of the a ations just mace, in order to prevent a 
prolongation of this proceeding. 
THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Stahmer, the Tribunal thinks that you must 
examine the witness now and that if you wish to make an application 
> witness you will have to 
grounds for doing it. You may make written 
-the witness at a later staze, but I would point out to you that the 


a 


cross--oxamination of this witnes 
to the case of the Defendant ring. He is a member of the General 
as it was pointed out to hin at the 
the cross-oxamination, he is one of the accused persons as 
ani the evidence, therefore, may be relevant to Gocring, or it may 


been relevant to the General Stafi S that clear to you? 


STaHER: Yes, I quite follow, but I «: nly put questions 
in complete command of the facts T a n in such a 
position at this time because documents were velerred to which were 


completciv unknown to me and, as fe iow, the Prosecution 


should present this material to us. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Documents were put to the witness and, 
the Tribunal will consider any application which you make he 


have this witness recalled, but you may continue now with 


re-examination and finish with the witness. 


DR. STAHMER: At present I have no further Questions to the 


witness. 
HE PRESIDENT: Very well. Then the witness can retire. 


. . . ` 
Tne witness retired.) 
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DR. IALERNSER (Counsel for the General Staff and ihe OK): Mre President 
this morning, through a member of tho prosccution end through the presert 
announcement of Mre President, 1 noted that the witness was calea a 
defendant twicee I believe thay that is not correct, because ko functioned 
as a witness and the individual is not indicted but just the group, end T do 
not believe it quite correct to call hin 2dcfendant e 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Laternser, possikiy iù was en error io call him 
an ac usec person, tut he is a mamoer ^f “he General Staff, I rather think 
shat Si“ Tawid Maxwell..fyfe made it cica that he meant cnly a member of the 
group, which the Indietment asked the tribunal te declare sririnal. That 
is all chat is meat, and I was only pointing out to Dr. Stahrer that the 


questions which have b -en asked were nov nec essar_ly relev:nt to the case 


of the defendan’, Goering, but might be rel svant and relevant alune t- the 
? 


case of + 


he Gonera.. Staffe 
Die LATEINSER: Mre Presiden, I appreciate ths > siticn of the indiv- 
idual general. I just wish te prevent thet essunotion, ever. vhough it is 
thought that the; shold be called accused ordefendanus. I wish tc prevent 
thave 
THE PRESIJEN:: Very well, 
Dae oPAnMi.s I the ign Tribunal agres, [wish to call the forne. 
Reichsiarsiai. Jjoering. so the witness st-nd, 
HERMANN H. LIEL GOING, a defcndent, took the stand and testif’ ou 
as follows: 
Q Will you gave your name pleasn? 
Fermona Goering, 
Will you rene.t is oth atSor tics 
i Swear oy GA, tue Atmichty and Warlece un. os We UL SiO ox Eno 
pure Sruth anc vil: cviorpheld and cda nothin; - 
(Iho Witte r peete? the cath,) 
BY DR. STAHL: 
( Wher wero vou boria and whe 2c? 
1¢ 


0. tas 24% of demery, 8% 
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the Tribunal a short biography of yoursclf up until the first 
Yorlavar, but briefi~, ple 


aSc e 
` 


A Normal. ed 


Cw 


ucavion, first tutored at n then cadet cords education; 
then ac“ive officer. 


Just a few points which are 


lecisive about my later lifee The position 
of my father was the first vovernor of Southwest Africas His friends had 
connections abroad, esneciall 


y two British statesmen, Rhodes and 


Then the strong affection of my father towards Bismarck. 


as for my 


WOU 


ith, part oi 


yc was 


spent in Austria, and I had close 
lection betw 


carticipate in tl 


+s 


rst 


ba 


work, and 


“irst Class, then 
eric “rder, “nd 


which 
n vossibdle,. 


Tribunal when and under 


condition before I 


urn; 
‘ao 


lemobilized and the 
C he besinnine I 
opposed in ever; 


publi I could not 
combined this ith theref 3 L went ak q 
combined thi: therefore I ıt abroad to 
position After ars came back to my own country, 

a hunting li mountains and studiece 
wanted 
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participate in the fate of my country, but as an officer I could not 


the reasons above mentioned and would not do it 


ave 


These hypotheses or conditions I wanted to establish, I attended 


the university ať Munich and 


aty Add 
> 


strcaied history and political science, I lived’ 
in the neighborhood of HNunich an Settled down thore with my wife. Then one 


day, on a Sunday in iovesber or October of 1922, the expedition was started 


our military leaders to this protest meeting or announcunent at iiunich, and 


Cala 


rotest announcenent I went as a Spectator without actually partici- 
I I 


hanang hs NA ry 
ncara nis name 


anno} 
til L 


opinione 


the evening, I 


connection with the announce~ 
and the refusal of Versailles, 
no sense, an. that a protest 


oull put weight behind the pro- 


for word from 


SAW i 
1, 
Finally 


wanted to speak with him to see if in any way 
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"me at once, and he was very grateful and considered it a stroke of food 
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fortune th t we should meet, We spoke about the things which were dear to our 
hearts =- the defeat of our fatherland == and that we could not be content with 
the situation. 

The chief theme at this conversation was Versailles, I told him that 
so far as I was concerned everything that I had and was he could have and dis- 
pose of me and my person in the most vital and decisive manner, And I wish 
to oppose the Treaty of Versailles, 

The second thou ht which impressed me very strongly and froin which I 
received a strong impression anj which I considered ss 3 


fact that he told mne at length it was not possible u 


or those who call themselves 
See yeh ee OR clad ry a ag 
ies or clubs, iting Clubs, the free 


carry weiz 
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With them alone it vas not possible to make a complete change, as long as the 
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mass of the Gerran labor was against these things, Germany was to be resurrected 


only if the rasses of German labor were behind one, and, carried by the broad 


masses of the people to resurrect the will to frecdon against the shackles of the 
pan ' 


dictates of Versailles, and that only in a unification of thenaticnal concept 


and of the putting of a naticnal ain this could be donce 

gave me a very wonderful and deep cxplanaticn of the concept of National 
Socialism on one side and scocialisn on the othere These two concepts were to be 
united, and that nationalism and the citizonry and the socialist masses gould be 
comp .nended into cne idea, and that Yo was to | New unit of bearing of 
these thoughts» 


Then we went to the practical six 


to help hin in one oint from the bozimin; ist him, anc that within the 


7 


id made of such 
the rast convinced f: vers, and who were to 


ideas without rascrve Lone 


He saic he knew hew strong at that time, cverywhere, Marxism and Communism 


Were, anc that in tho meetings he could just make his points, since his meetings 


be protected 
leader who, according to his 


luring the last w could have risen--frou the last war, which was 


behind, so thau the necessary authorit, could be presente He 


thought of a man who nar the proper merit wouit be cithor a flyer or some other 


t 
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officer, and nx uF d + i good cke of fortune that I should be the 


last comaander of the 


; disposal, 


(an 


uhat as fòr as I was concerned, it would t be too Cesirable from 


in the back-roun?. and 


leacer hip, bet tha, “rom tnab moment on I was to make my influence felt, 
agreed to that, and in that way T came to know Hitlor.. 
Q dnd when was thats 
Le Aw mea bo ae es : 
The end of Octo>er or the Joginning of Nevomber in the year 1922, Either 
or the beginning cf November, 1322, 
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Q dnd when did you officially enter the Party? 


A That was abcut the same datoe Just w days after that I becane a 
registered merbere 
Q And what tasks did Hitler give you; is, up until the November 


Putsch, 1923? 


The tasks arose from my position, which at that time was commander 


We had to weld the SA into a definite unit, to form discipline, 


weld it into a completely reliable unit which would carry out my ori 


orders of Hitler. Up until that point it had just been a club which had deen 


active but which had lacked discipline ans: shanee I was concerned right from the 
beginning to bring into the SA those members of the Party who 
minded enough to give their free time and their personality to the 
brave men, because, after 
all, we were very small anc our opponents were very powerful, and even in those 
days these men had to suffor 
In the second place I was 
knew that among labor many members were t 
time, it was takon 
ur mectings, which 1 held in Mmich 
vory 
without disturbance. 
mass 
of the war which was in the not too far distant y 
and we had to send for reinforconcnts 
Then, in the course of 19 through Bavaria and thrugh Germany t 


3 L 


opposition became stronger and stronger, and we saw that the thon 


wanted to travel a different path from the vt of the Reich. 
strongly Marxist, but the Bavarian regine was far fron that t wa citizenry 


party. 


Then in Bavaria the regime was suddenly changed. Von Kahr was taken into the 


fovernricnt, l this man had all authority for the Bavarian sovernnente 


4-}- 
i 


was a conflict with the Reichswehr, The 7th Rei ch hswehr Division, stati 
Bavaria, was freed from ancath of loyalty to the Reich and had to sive an 


of loyalty to Kahr. 
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The same thing ap lioq to the Bavarian policce 


The Bava arian ge overnnent at that tinc was comectecd with the so-called 


national societies, which were half military and, of course, were armed. The whole 


thing was directed against Berlin and, as we expressed it, against the Republic, 


We could agree up to a certain pointe 


On a Sunday, the 9th of Nc ovemiver, there was a large parade at Munich Th 


police, and the whole Bavarian regime was there. We were t 206 


Reichswbhr, the y 
Sudcenly, at this parade we saw that the figure in the foreground was not Mr, von 
Kahr but the Bavarian Crown Prince, Ruprecht. We were dismayed, and the suspicion 
arose among us that Bavaria wished to ge ner eee a way which would 1 
almost a secession of Bavaria from the Roich r 
having anything but such a step. 
but we wa inted it cleansed of these things and y Les which were then ruling it. 
We were mistrustful about this parade 
certainty, and Mr, von Kahr celled this mecting in 
was thelast hour to prevent and frustrate these ; plans 
Then, the 9th of UM vember, 1923, masoria very shortly. But I 
ecnecrnec, anc I never refused to acinowledge this 
in ea ich revolution, no matter 
revolutio gainst the so-called November State, and for thi k I had always 
put my services at disposal. 


Then I was wounded at the Feldherrnhalle, d with this incident I can 


close the first chapter, 


Q Then, after that time, cic you meet Hitler 


A 


A Then I went te Austria and 
Gernan People's Court begarding the 9th of Novorx nid Hitler was inci.cted, 


all those who had been apprehended, I had been very scoriously wounded and 


a | 


1 


becn in upper Bavaria for several d 
arrested, and thon the Ba wveria police brought me back, 


1 


time, in those days, whether I was to be prosont at the 
urgently asked me not to do that, and I agrecde 
could ne t be held behind closet i doc jOcCaL I had de the statement that 


that were done I would make a suitable publication, 
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then, after my recuperation, I spent about a year in Italy. In the year 
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1926 or 1927 there was a general amesty ĉor an illegal, if I may so say, 
proceedings which had taken place and for the people who had participated. This 
granted, and I eculd return to Germany è 
I met Hitler fcr the first tine again in 1927 for a very brief 


conversation at Berlin. I was then not active in the Party, but I wanted to 


have an independent position once mree 


Then I was not in connection with Hitler fo 
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Then I resumed my activity Sor the Party. 

Q Had you entered the SA? 

A No, at that time I had no connection with the 
meantime there had been a change of membership, and the new le 
Mre von Ffeffer, wanted to keep his position and did not want 


resume a close connection with the SA. 


Then after 1923 you had no office in the SA or position in 


After 1923 my active work in the SA was completed. After the 
resumption of power, at a later date, some honorary positions were 
established. I received the highest rank as an SA honorary member. 

I came back in 1925, was elected to the Reichstag and from that 
period of time on was a speaker for the Party 

The SA, I do not recall in what year, w: ected and at that 

it was not limited to Bava~ia, but had spread to the whole Reich. 

Was it prohibited art 

Yes, shortly after 1 

And was this prohibition rescinded? 

I cannot tell you because it happened when I had not returned 

But in any case it had apread over all of Germany and 


DIAC 


essential, 
parties at that time, all large parties, had their fighting 
units nd I would like to point out that especially active was the 
Red Front, which was a Communist organization, one of our strongest 
to create 
lectins, 
organization 
Stahlhelm; that wa national 
hen there was the SA, which mav be mentioned 
I would like to emphasize that at that time the 


heavily and often. Most of the SA people were small 


men who only for idealogical reasons took part and who worked in the 
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evenings, late at night without receiving a cent in payment, who 


believed in their Fatherland and therefore worked with us. They were 


often heavily wounded and sone of them were killed. They were persecuted 


by the Government. They could not be officials; an official could not 
be in the SA. They were under constant, terrific pressure and I 


would like to emphasize that I had the highest rest 


> = 


ect and affection 
for these men, these SA men, who, not as has been pictured here, were 
not just decided upon doing something cruel. But taey were men who 
lling to undergo the greatest difficultic ecause of their 
idcalogy, and therefore left many of their own things undone to carry 
through their ideals. 
And what was your position at that time, that is, from 1928 
until the taking over of power? 
I had no office in the Party. I was never a political 
may sound strange. I was a member of the Reichstag, 
I have already mentioned, and of course w peak and by that 
nean I travelled from city to city and tried to do what I could to 
spread the Party, to strengthen it, to bring in new members and to 
bring Communists and Marxists as members into our Party in order to 
get a broad base amongst the people in the Party. 

1 the middle of 1932, after numerous elections had taken place-- 
and we had to electioneer and hold many speech 12S, perhaps three an 
evening or all through the night--I became a momber and our Party was 

est in the Reichstag and I was elected as President of the 
With that I took over a political task. 

Shortly before then, at the end of 1931, when I saw that the 
Party was on the i use and was growing heavily, the Fuchrer talked 
to me about the netter H id that he would like to be independent 

would like an independent deputy who 
could circct political mectings, and this leader was not to be tied 
down to any particular office. He asked me whether I was interested 


in this office, especially since I was living in the capit that 
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is, Berlin. I took this task, but it was no office, it was of a 
general nature. In a few words, I had the freedom, insofar as all 


the parties were concerned from the left to the right, to deal with 


them, I may say, concerning genera procecdings in the Reichstag or 


as to the taking of political steps in connection 
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therewith, Of course, there was also present the task of Spreading our 
ideals and the permeation of our ideals in all spheres, 

AS I have already mentioned as to industry, the church and other 
circles, I was connected with then and had access to all these circles, 

In this matter I seemed suitable to the Fuehrer and that the Fuehrer could 
absolutely depend upon me and he knew that I would muster all my powers to 
spread our ideals. Then I was President of the Reichstag and in that 
capacity my task was eased, for now I had the legal authority and was duty 
bound, I might say, to participate in political events. 

If, for instance, a government fell in the Reichstag I had the duty 
to suggest to the Reichspresident what the possibilities were for a new 
government, which coalition would be suitable and to be considered, It 
so happened that the Reichspresident was always duty bound to receive me in 
a matter of this kind. There was a close connection between the Reichse 
president and myself, I would tike to emphasize th is connection had 
already existed before; that Field Marsh: jlindenburg, if I requested 
him to, in memory of the first World War from which time he had known me y 
always received me, 

Q And how did you collaborate in the calling up of Hitler for 
Reichschancellor? 

4& I would like to add that no office was held by me in the Party. 
There was no political office which I held by despite that my position and 
rank, especially since the end of 1931, since my contact with the Fuehrer 
was more and more direct and was his Special righthand man, and all of 
these things, developed in a regular, legal way and were increased after 
the seizure of power. 

4S to the calling tn of Hitler, I would like to clarify that 
Situation to the Tribune? and de i he events that preceded it, The 


balance amongst the par Lamentary parties, even as far back a: the end of 


1931, had been disturbed, Everything was at odds in Germany and no real, 


als O ane our © arli name ‘ m ic i tr ` } ] 
reliable and durable parliamentary majority could be produced, even at the 


ime that tho tenana Ja = ae = : } } 
time that the "special decrees government" came in under the Cabinet of 
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Bruening, which also vorkeg with the Ermacchtigungsgesctze. They were also 
concerned with Article 48 of the Constitution. 

Then there was the cabinet of von Papen, which was not just on a 
parliamentary basis. Von Papen at that time tried to operate on a purely 
parlianentary basis and he tried to call in the strongest parties -= the 
National Socialists, and asked them to establish a firm basis, together with 
other parties. There was conversation that Hitler should be Vice-Chancellor 


in this cabinet. I remember that I told von Papen Hitler could become any 


number of things but never a "vice" or a second mane Wherever he was 


participating he would be the leader. It would be completely unbearable 

that our leader should take a secondary position. At that time he would have 
played the role and Hitler would then as the Ceputy or representative of the 
strongest party cover up but we were against this and refused it. -Ana I 

say that, notwithstanding the fact that von Papen is in the dock with me, I 
tole him that this plan could not be followed throughs; that we would not 
support him; that we would oppose his cabinet in the Reichs ag as we would 
fight every cabinet which would not give us the leading influence in the 
Chancellory. 

I do not know for how many months von Papen ruled. There was a 
conflict between him and me, he as Chancellor, I as the President of the 
Reichstag, and I was interested in overthrowing his government. I knew 

Communists were interested in a vote of no confidence which all 
the other parties would parti ipate i This vote of no confidence 
was to be expressed at all costs so that the Reichspresident could see to 
it that these cabinets could not rule without the proper background. I 
aw the "rec briefcase" and knew What the decision would be but we took 
votes anyway, Thirty-two votes were for von Papen and about five hundred 
or so were against him Tae cabinet of von Papen resigned. 

Up until that point all parties had put up cabinets a 

mention the smill, fragmentary parties but all men who were at our 


had already been presented to the people. Towards the end more and more 


= 
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the political figure behind the scene was the then Minister von Schleicher, 


At this point there were only two possibilities, Either as a consequence 


of existing conditions of power the leader of the strongest party, as is 
customary, would be taken into the workings of the system and have our 
confidence or the man who was operating behind the scenes would be supported 
and Mre von Schleicher himself took over the Chancellorship in connection 
with this office == and this is important == that of Military Minister and 
we knew, everyone knew, what the aim and purpose was, Von Schleicher did 
not have the sympathy of von Papen, could not bring a majority to hand. 

A military dictatorship was planned by von Schleicher, I talked 
with von Schleicher and told him at that moment it might be possible to 
produce a parliamentary majority. The various parties could be welded into 

one in order to produce a majority. Æ personally saw that this ma jority 
would be only temporary because our interests were at odds and I was 
indifferent in which way our Party could be brought to power, whether through 


a parlianentary majority or through the calling in by the Reichspresident,. 


Then Mr. von Schleicher knew that he could not remain as Chancellor, 


Special Ermaechtigungsgesetze and the Parliament, even before 


seizure of power, had been excluded from legislating. 
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id Hre von Schleicher the same fighting worcs in Parliament, 
but much stronrer than I had given them before in persone 
In the meantime, t) 


e pres al 


dential elections hac taken place, and 


t Reichstag electicny and the cabinet of von Papen, after 


dissolved, renounce: 


“ec. Bome séats in the Reichstag and just 


"y in January there wero further elections, They showed a 
increase by our Party and showed thet the short crisis hac been mastered 


Party was stronger than ever before, 
“ay, the 22nd of Jnnuary, 1933, I was in Dresden at a larg 
ting. It was in the morning when I was called by telephore 


© 


by 
a 


te Berlin immediately by motor. 
I arrived that after oon, and he tnings that 
reacy known, that the Rei 


tei chs, resicent wa 


r and saw tnat politic:1l things 


Sele L ree 72 
ispresident himself 


LOL» in a very clever way, a wrong 
been created chspresident against the Fushrer 
fresident osed toward the word 


briefly, at that time Hitler told me that that evening, 


=- I believe von Papen we 
issner, who wa 


Wels 


Secretary was 


inguire f his Tath 


what possibilities 


Hitler and of bringing in the 


a 


son taat he 


n Schleicher, and told hin 
r forming a 


eerd the irention of 
Chaneelloraship to 


N government if 


could bring in the St 


eel Helmet, for he wanted a Clear -cu 


ae 


vernment, and the Ste 


Hi 
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We did not ciseuss anything else of any importance that evening. 
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I told the son of Hindenburg that he might tell his father that every- 
thing wovld be carried out as we had ciscussed it, and the Fuehrer gave 
me the task of mal:ing all agreements with the parties curing the next 
week, an: of coming toæreement with the parties and the Reichspresident,. 
THE FRESIDENT: I believe we will take off now. 

( & recess was taken) 
BY DR. ST.HMERs: 

We were dealing with the questicn of your cooperation in the 
appointment of Hitler as Reichschancellore Would you continues 

I had arrived at the last decisive weeks The nerotiaticns 
had become a little more difficult because the Field Marshal, Reiche 
president von Hindenburg, who knew the Fuehrer personally only from two 


1 


conversations, and whe, for many years, from many sides, had heard things 
anc. thought he hac reasons to be suspicious si ply because he dic not 
knew him, had iemmdee some rather sericus l':xit-tions. We, as the 
party, concerning future measvres had to take the responsibility 
for the people, and tr se limitations Wiliaregard to our strength would 
mean aw 
One cannot forget th-t at this moment Germany had arrived at the 
lowest point of its dowuward ‘evelo ment: 8 million unempliyecs all 
programs had faileds no confidence in the parties; a very strong ine 
ease in revolutioncory tendencies; political inzecurity. Measures 
f we sh 1 come to power, wer 
us fully, ne forwhich we had to stande Therefore, it was: 
difficult, in taking ovur such a responsibility, to have such voli’ ical 
limitations, 
First, tne Reichspresident wanted, under all circumstances, that err 
von tapen should become Vice Chancellor in this Cabinete Aside from 


the sympathetic personality of von Papen, he did not ring us anything, 


because there waeno party behind nim. The Reichspresident, LOWEVOEL, 


demanded beyond that that Herr von Fapen should be present at the reports 


which the Fuehrer, after being avpointed Reichsckancellor, had to give the 


Reichspresident, but from this we departed very quickly. 
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Secondly, the Reichs resident thought the Foreign Ministry should 
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be independent of all perties. and should be in the hands of Herr von 


A 
Ch me 


Neurathe Herr von Neurath also browcht nothing in the way of political 
5 E P 
for us besides his knowledge and ability. 
Thirdly, the position of Prime Minister forPrussia, which, next to 


the Reishschancellor in Germany, was the post which was most important, 


should also be in a personal union with Herr von Papen. That is, Herr 


Should also hold thot jobe Before the World War, as it is known, 


S Reichschancellor and Prussian Prime Minister were 
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Lext, the Reichs president demanded that the Reichswehrminister, 
the Army Minister, should ¿lso be an independent person, a soldier; and he 
himself appointed him, witiout any influence from our side, in the person of 
General von Blomberg, who, at that time was at the Disarmament Conference in 
Geneva, Herr von Blomberg wes neither personally known to the Fuehrer nor 
myself at that tine, Therefore, there were already essential and decisive posts 
within the Cabinet in the hands of personalities on whose choice we had no ine 
fluence, 

However, that was increased during the week with further demands, It 
was demanded that the Finance Ministry should be in the hands of Count Schwerin 
Krosigk, again a nan without the background of the political party. As to the 
Traffic \linistry, or the llins.stry of Traffic - Herr von Eltz = here the same 
thing applied. It was demanded that the leader of the Stahlhelm, Seldte, should 
be taken into the Cabinet. Certainly the Stahlhelm was a rather la Sc, exten- 
sive movaient, but not politically, and not represented by a single representa- 
tive in the Parliament or in the Reichstag, 

AS a large and really political party there remained only the German 
Nationalists, with 36 seats, as the only parliamentary ally, so to speak, Here 
also quite extraordinary cemands were put, which were in no relation to the 
smallness of that party, 

In the end we eceived, as the strongest party at that time, 232 
seats, and only the following: The Reichs Chancellor, then Dr, Frick; the 
Minister of the Interior for the Reich in the Cabinct; and myself as the third, 
first as a mmber of the Reich Cabinet, as Reich Commissar for Aviation == 
that is, of a subordinate department, which was part of the Traffic Ministry, 
but no department otherwise, 

Then I suececded in becoming Prussian ifinister of the Interior and 
thercby of the largest land in the Reich, the person who had the most important 
starting position for this grouping of power within the Reich, 

It was a extraordinarily difficult affair. At the last moment thcre 
was a danger that the forming of the Cabinet would not succeed, There were 
two factors, The Fuchrer had made the condition that shortly after the forming 


of the new Cabinet © new election for the Reichstag should take place, in the 
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correct recognition that the Party would be considerably strengthened thereby 


13lierei=)C-17-17 


and that, if possible, the Party would represent an absolute majority and would 
be in a position to form the parliamentary platform of the Goveranent. 

Hugenberg, as leader of the German National Party, absolutely con- 
tradicted this, and he was right in recognizing that this party would probably 
disappear more or less throughout this elections, Five minutes before the 
Cabinet was formed, there was danger that it would fall apart, for these reasons, 

pure coincidence that at that moment the Reichspresident took the oath 
of the new ministers, and so the Cabinct was formed, 

The second danger appeared from Schloicher'ts sides Schleicher, on 
Sunday, in confidence, then offered to the Fuchrer anc to myself the following, 


He wanted tò stress that the Reichspresident was not a sure factor for the new 


government; it would serve the purpose bettcr, although he had been retired 


the cay before, if he would be ready to go with us from that time on, and not 
on a parliamentary basis of any kind, but on an entirely new platform of a 
connection betwoen the Reichswehr and the NSDAP, fo- form a government, 

The Fuchrer refused, recognizing that this would be impossible and 
it would not be decent, 

When Herr von Blomberg, Monday morning, arrived at the railroad 
station from Geneva, he received two orders, The first was from Herr von 
Hammerstein, Chief of the 4 his superior, to come to him immediately. The 


Second was an order from Hindenburg, his commander=in-chief, to come to his 


house, 
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àt that time there threatened a putsch from the side of Schleicher- 
Hanmerstein with the Potsdam Garrisone 

On Sunday night I pointed that out to Reichspresident w rHin ndenburg, 
and that is the reason why Herr von Blomberg, two hours before the rest of 
the Cabinet, was already nominated to War Ministey, or Reichswehr Minister, 
in order to prevent any wrong action by the Reichswehr beforehand. 

At 1l o'clock on the morning of the 30th, the Cabinet was formed and 


Hitler nominated Vice Chancellor. 


Q Had the Party come to power in a legal way, in your opinion? 


Of coursce Certainly the Party had come into power legally because, 
accerding to the Constitution, the Party had heen called upon by the 
Reichspresident an2, according to the principles, the Party should have heen 
calied upon much sooner than that he Pari | come into power only in the 
way of normal elections, according to the laws of elections which then existed 

aken after Hitler's nomination to fortify 
sngthen the power, of the Party? 
ndefstood by all of us that as soon as we had come into 
were decided to keep that power under all ciramstancese “e did 
want this power for power's sake, but we needed power, and the power of 
} governnent, in order to make Germany froe and greate We could not leave 
this to the play of of clections and parliamentary 
majorities, but this task, which we thought we were capable of, we wanted 
to carry oute 
In order to strengthen this position of power, it was necessary to 
rebuild the political relations of power. That was carried out in such a 
manner that shortly after the seizure of gc sovernment power in the Reich and 
in Prussia, after the taking over, the other Laender would follow 
automatically. And there, in all these parts, more or ics 
National Socialist sovernments were formede 
Secondly, it was necessary--as that is the use overywhere, of c oursc~= 
it was necessary that so-called political officials according to the 
Constitution, cculd be put at our disposals that is to say, they could be 
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At that time there threatened a putsch from the side of Schleicher- 


Hammerstein with the Potsdam Garrisons 


On Sunday night I pointed that out to Reichspresident w nHindenburg, 


and that is the reason why Herr von Blomberg, two hours before the rest of 
the Cabinet, was already nominated to War Minister, or Reichswehr Minister, 
in order to prevent any wrong action by the Reichswehr beforehand. 
At 1l o'clock on the morning of the 30th, the Cabinet was formed and 
Hitler nominated Vice Chancellor. 
ad the Party come to power in a legal way, in your opinion? 
Certainly the Party had come into power legally because, 
according to the Constitution, the Party had been called upon by the 
Reichspresident and, according to the principles, the Party should have been 
called upon much sooner than thate The Party had come into power only in the 
way of normal elections, according to the laws of elections which then existed 
Q ihat measures were taken after Hitler's nomination to fortify 
the power, or to strengthen the power, of the Party? 
well undefstood by all of us that as soon as we had come into 
power we were decided to keep that power under all cira mstanceSe 
not want this power for power's sake, but we needed power, and the power of 
the government, in order to make Germany free and ereate We could not leave 
this to the play of coincidence by way of clections and parliamentary 
majorities, but this task, which we thought we were capable of, we wanted 
to carry oute 
In order to strengthen this position of power, it was necessary to 
rebuild the political relations of powere That was carried out in such a 
manner that shortly after the seizure of government power in the Reich and 
in Prussia, after the taking over, the other Lacnder would follow 
automatically. And there, in all these parts, more 
National Socialist governments were formede 
Secondly, it was necessary--as that is the use cverywhere, of C oursce= 
it was neccessary that so-called political officials 


Constitution, cculd be put at our disposals that is 
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retired at any timce These officers had to be put into the hands of the 


strongest partye 


If we speak of the definition of legality in describing how we came 


into powcr, I want to underline two elements specifically. 

First, in the years 1925 to 1932, not less than thirty Reichstag Landtag 
and president elections took place in Germany. That there were 37 parties 
with their candidates in one Reichstag election alone, can give you a clear 
pictures Therefore, it was possitle that a strong group formed the socalled 
government majority, and another group the oppositon, and from entirely 
different points of view; opposit ion, for instance, made by Communists and 
National ‘Socialists together, and by a small arty whichhad dght representat~ 
ives all together, which was not in balance, and intwo readings of each law. 
Particularly in Reich law, it has to be proclaired throe times that they 
were against the government, and before the third decisive procla mation 
they could be guaranteed sufficient political and material advantages in 
order to force it through the governmente 

That may also give you an impression of the conditions. 
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The second point, which I want to underline again, on the legality 
of our coming to power, is the following. 

If in Germany the democratic system of election of England or 
the United States of America had existed, then the National Socialist 
German Workers! Party, N.S.D.A.P., at the end of 1939 would have had 
all seats in the Reichstag, without exception. For in every Wahlkreis, 
county, at that time, and the latest in the beginning of 1932--and I 
underline again in each one that the National Socialist Party was the 
strongest, that is to say, according to the system of election as it 
is in Great Britain or in the United States--all these weaker parties 
would have failed to gain any seats and from this time on we would 
have only National Socialists in a perfectly legal way, according to 
democratic principles of these two argest democracies, power such as 
it is in all other countrics where change of power of political 

tics occurred, 

The main political people were appointed to these offices. 
Besides the Ministers, first of all there were the Oberpresidente of 
the Province, the Regierungspresidente of the district, the 
Polizcipresidente, the La indracte, and they were down to the Mini 
direktor, that is the director of the departments of Ministry, 
considered political offices, and that was the group of people which 
was changed whenever there was a change of power, and before that had 
becn negotiated between the partic It did not go so far as in 
other countrics--all the way down to the letter carrier. The office 
holders changed, but at least in the most important posts. 

In spite of that, we did very little in that direction at first. 
The first item ended, I asked von Papen to turn over to me the 
position of Prime Minister in Prussia, sinee he covld not very well 
hold it , since he had no party standing behind bin and since he could 
not make the necessary changes, but only one cf us. And he agree 


p) 


once, Then I made these changes in a small part, bheat is to say, the 


Oberpresidentes were replaced by National Social I even left 
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generously, for weeks, Social Democrats in these 

the officers in a few important provinces 

personalities who were much closer to the centre party than ours. 

But slowly, by and by, throughout the years, of course, it could not 

have been different. All these positions were put in the hands of 

National Socialists, particularly the Oberpresidente; because 

were almost the same as the politica tu. However, 

in some cases Regicrungspresidentes wore only party 

Socialists, some of them 

In the case of Polizeipresidentes, 

Tribunal I want to stress that the Polizeipr 

nothing to do with 

cities the same as 

These Polizeipresid 

up to then. I found Social Democrats in these jobs who could not, 
as our opponents up to that date. That would have 

these Police Presidents, these offices, I put in 


saliare dia amme nan nhani nF nonnla uha 
LLStS, in some cases, again, of people who 
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nothing to do with the party. I remind you that the most important office 
of police president in Berlin was put in the hands of the Aecmiral, von 
Lebensohn, who was not a member of the Party. And in some jobs I put former 
SA leaders, 

Then, in order to strengthen our power, which seemed not only to 
myself but to all of us, very important, because that was the prerogative 
of our further work, stronger influence in the Reich Cabinet was necessary. 
New National Socialists came into the office of Ministers, and Ministers 
were created, A number of new basic laws were added. It was clear to 
everyone == there was no doubt in the mind of anybody who had any idea of 
Geman conditions, either abroad or of course in the country == that as quickly 
as possible we wanted to finish off the Communist Party. It was an absolute 
comsequence, a compelling consequence, that the Communist Party should be 
prohibited, We were convinced that if the Communist Party, which was the 
strongest after us, had succeeded in coming to power, they would certainly 
not have tolerated taking into their Cabinet any National Socialists at all, 
We were absolutely clear that we would have been put away =- and in an entirely 
different manner, 

A further point in the strengthening of power was the elimination 
of the Reichstag as a parliament, to eliminate the influence of the Reichstag, 
And this was done in that manner -= that we had an absolute majority after 
the new election anyway. In some cases we Suggested to the former parties 
they dissolve themselves, because they had no purpose, and those who would 
not dissolve themselves were dissolved by us. 

I mentioned the Communist Party. I also mean the Social Democrats, 


Beyond that, we wanted, at last and following a long desire of the 


German people up to now, not only to form the framework of a Reich, but we 


wanted to become a United Reiche And for that, the strengthening of the 
Reichsgedenke, the thinking of the Reich, and the Reich power, above the 
various individual countries was necessary. If it was difficult for a fervent 
German patriot before the first World War to get along with a large number of 


Serenissimi and futile principles, that which came in their place later were 
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often worse == because in the place of one small will there came manifold 


interests, tied to various parties in the Reich Government, 

There was a majority of these places. In Bavaria a different one, 
in Hessen different againge It was quite impossible to establish a Reich 
and Reich power and prestige that could have greatness, 

Therefore I suggested to the Fuehrer to dissolve and get rid of the 
Laender Parliaments, I began with it in Prussia by doing away with the 
laender Parliaments, which I considered entirely superfluous, for the 
simphe reason that the principles of the Reichsgewalt had already been 
Violated. I could not understand why so many different authorities should 
exist which, with their unnecessary frictions, discussions, arguments, could 
only prevent constructive work. However, although I wanted to see and 
wanted to create the Reich strong and united, I have always =-= and so has 
the Fuehrer -= demanded that within the German provinces and gaus cultural 
life should remain many-sided and based on local traditions; that is to Say, 
all the old centres of culture, like Munich, Dresden, Weimar and so Ony 
should continue in this direction to exist and to be supported. 

Towards the sfurther strengthening of power, those laws were 
established which would exclude any danger to the reconstruction, that is, 
on the basis of paragraph 48, the law which did awayvith the so-called 
freedoms. The definitions of these freedoms is open to argument. The 
law for the protection of people and nations was created, a law which was 
most urgently needed -== though during the past years much had been prohibited 
which would have been similar to a national activity, but it had still been 
permitted to speak about German people, its history, its state symbols and 
things which were close to the heart of the patriot, to speak about these 
without any Sense, and they were in no way protected against slander, 

It is evident that the definitions, like "Gleichschaltung" == 
coordination -- were Created at that time, that many unnecessary things 
were done, that is evident, because after the Coming to power there came 


into i e entire 5 z VC io i i 
into being the entire movement =-=- a revolution and still not in the sense 


of revolutions as they had been known, like the French Revolution, the 
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Bolshevik Revolution, that is to say, not in the sense of great fighting 


and bloody changes, tribunals that executed people by the hundreds of 
thousands; but still with a strong revolutionary aim, in 
of the oneness of State, Party, National Socialism as the basis of leadership 


and as the basis for ideas, 
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This Gleichschaltung which I have just mentioned, went then in all 
detail, but as I have said, and with all these strong political changes, 
people will always go beyond the limits here and there. Personally I was 
not interested that every organization should become National Socialist 
right away, and I can say quite frankly that in the smallest sense, a club, 

a small organization should absolutely have a National Socialist chairman, 
but principally in decisive political affairs, more and more our ideas, 
our philosophy, had tó come throughe 

This was the basis for the reorganization, the re-establishment and 
strengthening of the fortifications of the Reich and additional strengthening 
then of our position, which occurred only after the death of the Reichspresiden 
von Hindeburg, in 1934, was the fact that the Chief of State and the Reich 
Chancellor became one persone 

I would like to add here that on this occasion I had a long conver- 
sation with the Fuehrer, Right from the beginning, we discussed whether 
Hitler should accept the position of the Chief of State and whether I should 
take the Chancellorship. In consideration of the entire personality of 
the Fuehrer, it was incredible == it could not be thought about == that the 
Fuehrer could only be Chief of State, so to speak, above the political 
clouds. He was a definite leader of the political life and thereby of 
the government, and to put any other person as puppet in that position we 
considered not within the dignity of the situation, 

The Fuehrer told me then the simplest thing is that we take an example 
of the United States of America, where also the Chief of State at the same 
time is the chief of the government and the cabinet, and we united, following 
the example of the United States, the position of the Chief of State and 
the Chief of the Government, md he called himself "Fuehrer" -= leader of 
the German people =-=- and Reichschancellor of the German Reiche 

Thereby he was automatically also the Commander in Chief of the German 
Wehrmacht. That was a matter of course, according to the constitution and 
also the previous constitution and such as it is also the case in other nations 


Those are largely -~ if I may disregard other developments which probabl 


will have to bementioned later, that is, the power of the police -= those were 
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the basic elements of the strengthening of power, and again I wish to say, 
first, it is correct that I personally -= and I can only speak for myself -= 
have done everything which was at all within my personal power to strengthen 
the National Socialist movement, to increase it, and have worked to bring 

it into power under all circumstances and alone, and secondly, I have 

done everything in order to assure for the Fuehrer the place as Reichse 
chancellor, where he longed; thirdly, if I think back, I think I have not 
failed to do anything in order to strengthen our power to such an extent 
that coincidences in the political play or violent incidents would not 

have impaired it; that, furthermore, it could become that factor of power 
which was to lead the Reich to a great development. 

Q Which offices did you hold after the coming to power? 

à First, I was President of the Reichstag before, and I remained 
there until the end. In the Reich Cabinet, at first I received the post 
of a Reich Minister and Reich Commissar of Aviation -- not Air Force, 

I say in parenthesis that from the very beginning, it was clear to 
me that we had to establish an air force, 

In Prussia I received the position of the Prussian Minister of the 
Interior on 20 April 1933, and on that date also the post of Prime Minister 
of Prussia, The Reich Commissariat for Aviation in March 1933 became 
a Reich Ministry of aviation, 

Then several less important offices were added -= President of the 
State Council, and so on, 

Decisive at that time, however, were the two offices of the Prime 
Minister of Prussia, on one hand, and of the Avation Ministry on the other 
hand, and the Ministry of the Interior of Prussia. That I transferred to 
the Reich Ministry of the Interior because that was also part of the 
strengthening affair and, first of all, clarification for the definition 
of Reich governing power that the Prussian Ministrics should be in personal 
union with those of the Reich, because only in this way was it possible 
that the Reich department received practical information about the political 
work of the day and of the departments. Only in this connection was that 


Possible, 
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Q In your capacity as Msnister of the Interior of Prussia, was that 
where you created the Gestapo and the concentration camps? For what reason, 
for what purpose, were they installed? 

A I mentioned before that for the strenthening of power, the first 
prerequisite was to create an instrument which at all times and with all 
nations was the inner political instrument of power; that is to say, the 
police. There was no Reich police, only provincial police, The most 
important one was the Prussian. 

This police was already under our predecessors, the former 
following the various political groups, and the political parties put their 
people ine I mentioned how the police presidents were appointed and the 
leading offices in the Prussian Ministry of the Interior, It was such 
that here in some of the outlying offices, our former opponents, who up 
to then had always worked against us, we still found them in their offices, 

A loosening up had taken place before I took charge, during the time 
when the Social Democrat organization was relieved by the g overnment of 
Herr von Papen. There the strongest opponents had already been removed. 

At any rate, the most important positions were still in tle hands 
of definite political opponents. I could not expect very well that those 
who until yesterday were ready to use the police in all severity against uS, 
would today show loyalty for the new states 

Also, before our time, there was a political police in Prussia. That 
was Police Department leA, and its task was, first of all, the surveillance 
of and fight against National Socialists and also, in part, against the 
Communists. 

Now, I could have simply put new people in that political police 
and let it run under the old firn name, but the situation had changed by 
our coming to power, because at that time, and as I have mentioned before, 
the Communist Party was extraordinarily strong. It had over six million 
voters, and in their Red Front organization they had a thoroughly 
revolutionary instrument of power, and it was quite clear from the Communist 
power that if we should stay in power for any length of time, they would 
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definitely use that powere 

There was danger that during that time -= and you have to think back 
to the political tension, the atmosphere of contrast -- that it could have 
come torevolutionary acts on the part of the Communists, particularly since, 
even after we came to power, political murders, political shootings on 
National Socialists and policemen did not stop from that side but at times 


even increased, 
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Alsc information which I received was that at the time that I was 
extremely ready about the sudden change of aviation, I had to be ready. 
~ coulc, therefore, set forth any of the danger of the department which 
existed, I was liable to the outlying police, and of not any central 
position, or in the outlining of the position, but I had to increase the 
instrument of the police, 

I would like to clarify from the outset that the task of this p 
was for security to the State.In order to make that clear I called the 

Central State Police, and at the same time looked for out 
lying places. I took out a number of non=political officials who were expert] 
received, and in the beginning I took fewer fro 
to stretch my knowledge of the field, 

I also wanted that this police should be concerned officially with 
the security for the State, and against the enemy of the State position, 
and also the leader which I selected for that from the Party, to see that 
he came from the former police, he was already there. At that time it was 
the Cberregierungsrat and later Ministerialrat Diehls. Likewise, to remain 
so the other leaders of the Gestapo as officials were not from the Party» 
Later, of course, stronger members of the Party came into the Gestapos 
Their mission was at first to create all as f security against any 
action from the left, I knew and later was proved that the worth of 
the Communist in Berlin, the Liebknecht House, was strongly fortified, and 
contained many arms at that time, We exposed junctional connection 
between the Russian Economic delegation, and the Communist Party, and even 
with this I did that, and with one action arrested thousands of Communist 
Kommissars.e At least an immediate danger was removed at the moment, but 
definitely not the danger as such, 

It was now necessary to get to the secret organization, defeat 
the network, to expose it, to watéh it, and so on, and for that the police 
force had to be specialized of the official democratic party, certainly 


not merely as dangerous, because so far as the members were concerned of 
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Course, the definite opponent of our State, or our new State, and a part of 
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the number of their officials were more radical, and at this listing w 
radical more so, so I also prevented it; sc the whole number of former 
social democratic ministers, oberpresident and higher officials, as I said 
before, were retired, naturally, md received their pension, and nothing was 
Set against them, Of course, there were other officials of the Party , 
of the social democratic party, whom we had to definitely watéh carefully. 
So the secret State Police had charge of this work created by me in Prussia 
with that mission, because I had no hing to do with the other provinces 
at that tine, The organization of the restof the police is not of such 
importance here. 

Now as to the necessity, particularly the need to appear, to create 
a peaceful Situation, and to remove the most important element there against 
us, and I decided to do it in such a manner that I in one action wanted to 
arrest all the Communist Kommissars, so I had a list made for that purpose, 
and it was clear to me that even with that early most important danger of 
these kormissars, that there would be several thousand; because it was 
not only necessary to take them from the Party functionaries, but also the 

organizations, These arrests 

were happening for the reasons of Security, and necessity for the security 
cf the State or Nation, The purpose was to remove a danger to the State, 


Only one possibility was developed to take those into Custody, that is to 


Say, this guard was created, so if the people at the moment could be charged 


with 2 
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and which was in the way, 


regardicss of that, they 
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end of 1933 when I wrote it, and I point out again for the 
English speaking countries that I have expressed the following 
sentence quits frankly: may I quote it? "of course, in the 
beginning it took place. of course, here and there inrocent people 


were subjected, » and there were 


acts of brutality committed, but taken the measure of everything that 
3 Pi < 


happened before, and the zreatness of what happened, this German 
revolution of freedom is believed ready in the.most difficult of 
all revolutions of history so far," 
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Q Did you supervise er know anything about the treatment of the vals 


ú 


A Of course I issued instructions that such things should not happen, 


They did happen and they happened everywhere to a smaller or larger extent, but 


I have alssys stressed that the things should not happen, one, because it was 
in my interest to regain some of these people far ourselves and receducate them, 

Did you do anything about it whenever you heard about instances? 

A I personally was concerned with concentration comps until the spring 
1934. As I said, at that time there were only two or three, at the most, 
in Prussia, 

Witness Koerner has alrec mentioned the case of Thaclmann. I would 
speak about it, because it was the most jutstanding, because Thaelnann 
leader of the Communist Party. I could not say today who it was who 

made the remark to me tha iaclaann had been hit, beaten, 

With that information anc from various offices I called him 

to see me in my office, and I questioned him person? Lye. > 


è told me that especially in the beginning he had been beaten during in- 
terrogations, Thereupon, as the witness has said alreacy who was present, I 
told Thaelmann that I regretted that very much, at the same time I told hin, 
"Dear Thaclmann, if you would have come to power, I probably would not have 
been beaten, but you probably would have hopped my head off." And he affirmed 
that in a very friendly manner, 

A him that in the future he should feel free, if anything 


should happen in that direction to him or to others, that he should feel free 


to let me knows that I could not always be there, be present, but it was not 


Y 


my intention that any act of brutality should be committed against him 

I want to stress that later, just to demonstrate this case, which 
was not an unimportant one, Thaelmann's wife wrote to me and asked for my in- 
tervention, I answered her letter immediate ly, and giso 
evidence. 

I intervened financially for the families 

that was necessary. 
I would like to mention the wild concentration comps whien nave been 


mentioned znd which belong in the ez ‘tegory of excesses, At first I did not 


cnow anything about them, but then I ad out about such a camp near Stettino 
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It had been established by Gauleiter Ka arpfenstcin from Pommcerania, I had this 
camp closed immediately, which I can prove, and I made sure that those who 
were responsible for acts of brutality were accused by the prosecution. Karp= 
fenstein was excluded from the Party, expelled from the Party, 

A second camp of that kind was found in Breslau, which Heines had 
established, At this time I do not remember what happened, At any rate, it 
was not authorized by my ysclf, this camp, and I had that dissolved immediately, 
Heines wns one of those close collabora ‘tors of Roehm, bout whom I will speak 
later, 

“S$ i con roumember =- and I cannot talk about the place any 
more, I do not rumnmber the place any more == close to Börlin there was another 
wild concentration camp, of the Så loader Ernst of Berlin, whom I always had 
under suspicion of acts of brutality, He had established that cz mp secretly 
That also was closed, and Ernst belonged to those -nasty figures who were 
eliminated after the Roehm Putsch, That is a possibility, to question inmates 
of that time of these camps, 1933 and 1934, whether during that time to any 
extent things happened such as they happened later, 

Q Did you, after the strengthening of power took place, did you free 
inmates and at what time? 

A Christmas of 1933 I directed that the less dangerous cas ses, the 
lighter cases and those eases of whon one could assume that they had resigned 
themselves to the Situation, I directed that about 23000 should be released, 

I repeated that once more in December 1934 with 2,000 inmates, 

I stress again that that only refers to Prussis, At that time, as 
much as I can remember == I cannot say that precisely -- one camp was dissolved 
or at least closed temporarily, That fact was mentioned at a time when nobody 


thought that at any tine it would be the subject of an investigation before a 


tribunal, 


Until what date were ṣu in charge of the Gesiwoo ane concentration 


In fact until the beginning of 1934. That is 
ginning of 1934 I was in charge and Diehls under me, 
the Gestapo and also Concentraticn..camps,. At thet tine, sutsid 


around Prussia, a regr uping of police took Place, had taken place, in such a way 
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that Himmler in all other provinces of Germany was in charge of the police with 


the exception of Prussia only. That is to say, he took somewhat of an imitation 


of my measures, He had installed secret state police forces, because the police 
at that time still was a matter of the provinces, It was Bavaria, Saxon, and 
SO One 

Of all these police forces he was the leader, and of course he was 
desirous of also gaining the leadership of the police in Prussia, I was very 
satisfied with Dichls at that time, and from my point of view I saw no reason 
to let any change take place, 

These tendencies, I believe, occurred late in the sumer of 1933. 
Shortly after, in the spring of 1934, I had transferred the Prussian Ministry 
of the Interior to the Ministry of the Interior of the Reich, and was no more 
in that job. 

Himmler tried with the Fuechrer to be put in charge also of the 
Prussian police, At that time I did not expressly oppose it. It was not agree- 
able to me, I could handle my police myself, but when the Fuchrer asked me 
for it and said that it would be the correct thing to do, and it would be 
necessary, would prove to be necessary that the enemy of the State should be 
fougth all throu:'hout the Reich in a uniform wey, I transferred the leadership 
to Hitler, who put Heydrich in charge de jure; but I still kept it, because 
there was no Reich police at that time established, 

T he rest of the police, the police of the provinces, the uniformed 
police, I did not turn over to hin, because that police to a large extent, which 
I will explein later, was organized in Prussia militarily by me in order to 
be able to use it later for the rearmament. For this reason I could not give 
him the uniformed police, because they were established, trained, instructed 
according to military principles by myself and had little to do with real 
police work, until 1935 when they could be turned over to the Wehrmacht, 

In 1936 the Reich police law was issued, and the Chicf of the German 
Police was created, The office was created, Then also de jure, not only 
formally, legally the police was turned over to the Reichsfuchrer SS, Himmler , 


or, as he was called, the Chief of the German police, 
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that Himmler in all other provinces of Germany was in charge of the police with 
the exception of Prussia only, That is to say, he took somewhat of an imitation 
of my measures, He had installed secret state police forces, because the police 


at that time still was a matter of the provinces, It was Bavaria, Saxon, and 


Of all these police forces he was the leader, and of course he was 
desirous of also gaining the leadership of the police in Prussia, I was very 
satisfied with Diehls at that time, and from my point of view I saw no reason 
to let any change take place, 

These tendencies, I believe, occurred late in the sumner of 1933, 
Shortly after, in the spring of 1934, I had transferred the Prussian Ministry 
of the Interior to the Ministry of the Interior of the Reich, and was no more 
in that job. 

Himmler triec with the Fuehrer to be put in charge also of the 
Prussian police, At that time I did not expressly oppose it. It was not agree- 
able to me, I could handle my police myself, but when the Fuchrer asked me 
for it and said that it would be the correct thing to do, and it would be 
necessary, would prove to be necessary that the enemy of the State should be 
founth all throuvhout the Reich in a uniform way, I transferred the leadership 
to Hitler, who put Heydrich in charge de jure; but I still kept it, becouse 
there was no Reich police at that time established, 

T he rest of the police, the police of the provinces, the uniformed 
police, I did not turn over to him, because that police to a large extent, which 
I will explsin later, was organized in Prussia militarily by me in order to 
be able to use it later for the rearmament. For this reason I could not give 
him the uniformed police, because they were established, trained, instructed 
according to military principles by myself and had little to do with real 
police work, until 1935 when they could be turned over to the Wehrmacht, 

In 1936 the Reich police law was issued, and the Chief of the German 


Police was created, The office was created, Then also de jure, not only 


formally, legally the police was turned over to the Reichsfuchrer SS, Himmler , 


or, as he was called, the Chief of the German police, 


È 
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eee UM JOA 


() You mentioned before the Roehm Putsch, Rochm Revolte Who was Roehm 
’ 3 
and what were the events? 


A Roehm had become Leader of the SS — 


THE PRESIDENT: (Interposing) I think we md better adjourn, It is 
5:00 otclock now, 


(T he Tribunal 


-be 


adjourned until l4 March, 1946, at 1000 hours,) 
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